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which State Mr. Thomson and other mem-
bers have alluded. This is what was done
in Vietoria: An agrienltural land boom ex-
tended over a few years when the price of
wheat was very high. During that period
agricultural land was sold at esiravagant
prices and re-sold at sfill inereased figures.
Ultimately the industry reached a stage at
which it wag impossible for the farmers
to earry on profitably. Their liabilities
cxceeded assets by £3,000,000. With the ad-
vantage of £2,500,000 that Vietoria received
from the Commonwealth for farmers’ debt
adjustment purposes, the beard handling
the work was able to make bargains with
finaneial institotions which agreed to the
payment of two-thirds of the indebtedness
and to wipe off one-third. The banks did
that voluntarily.

Hon. I. Craig: Did they pay that in
eash?

IIon. J. M. DREW: Yes. The receipt ot
£2,500,000 from the Commonwealth meant
that there was £500,000 short. That was
repaid in cash and the banks were well
satisfied. In some instances wheat land
had been sold for as much as £20 an acre,

Hon. L. Craig: I should think the banks
would be satisfied.

Hon. J. M. DREW: With regard to New
Zealond, there had been a general land
boom in the Dominion. Prices wen{ up
enoymously and the prosperity of the coun-
try was threatened. The Government
passed legislation with the object not only
of redueing debts on agricultural land, but
on all other forms of land used for every
possible purpose. Then there was a mea-
gure along similar lines of principle passed
by Australia in 1931,

Hon. J. Cornell: That was in an emer-
ency.

Hon. J. M. DREW: Yes, a financial
emergency, the effect of which was to re-
pudiate.

Hon. J. Corneli: Interest on bonds was
reduced by 2214 per cent.

Hon. J. M. DREW: To ensure the pass-
age of a satisfactory measure, it appears
to me that a seleet committee—I swould
prefer a joint committee representative of
both Houses—should investigate the whole
question, otherwise we shall have this legis-
lation presented every session. While the
manger is empty, the steed will be starving.
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I support the second reading, and I trust
members will recognise the scriousness of
the situation. They should allow the Bill
to go to a sclect commitiee in order ‘o
secure all the necessary information and
to ascertain how the State stands with re-
gard to the habilities of the farmers.

On motion by Hon. H. L. Roche, debat
adjourned.

House adjourned at 842 pm.
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MOTION—URGENCY,

Agriculture Industry and Drought
Conditions,

The DEPUTY' SPEARKER: I have re-
ceived the following letter, dated the 24th
Seplember, 1940, from the Leader of the
Opposition :—

Sir,—T dcesire to inform you that it is my
intention at the sitting of the House today to
move under Standing Order 47A that the
Houge do now adjourn to call attention to &
matter of the utmost urgency, namely, the
position arising as a result of the drought
conditions throughout the greater part of the
agricultural areas of Western Australia, par-
ticularly in regard to failure of crops, absence
of stoeck feed, shortage of water, and the con-
sequent financin] problems of those engaged in
agriculture. (Signed) C, @&, Latham,

It will be necessary for seven members to
rise in their places to support the proposal.

Seven members having risen in their
places,
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HON. C. ¢, LATHAM (York) [4.34]: 1
move—
That the House do now adjourn,

I regret the necessity for moving this
motion. Those members who accompanied
me on a trip of 700 miles theough the agri-
cultural areas last week suffered from the
same feeling of depression that assailed me
throughout that tour. I have been asso-
ciated with farming in this State for 30
years, but never have I seen such depressed
conditions as I did on this particolar tour
that T made with several other members.
Particularly was the position bad in the
country to the north-east and the eastern
portion of the wheatheit, It has been said
in this House that certain retired farmers
are living in the city and suburbs, De-
spite that statement, the financial position
of farmers, particnlarly those in the
eastern wheatbelt, is such that they find it
impossible to ecarry on. Great diffienlties
would have been experienced without the
drought from which we are suffering this
year. To bring home to members what the
drought conditions are like I point out that
the total rainfall at Northam, which is
vsually about 21 inches annually, is, leav-
ing aside the fall we had at the week-end,
eight inches for this year. The fall tapered
off to three inches at the extreme portion
of the other districts we visited, and I be-
lieve it has tapered off still further in the
Bencubbin area. I do not propose to cover
all that we saw, but to leave it to repre-
sentatives of the distriets concerned to tell
their own story.  The eonditions are in-
deed deplorable. A few miles from Nun-
garin I saw a large area of country with-
out a vestige of greenstuff upon it. I stood
on & hill and could see for probably five
miles around me. The ground is almost as
bare ns one would expect it to be after a
dry summer. It is no fault of the farmers
that they find themselves in their present
financial position. That is something over
which they have no control. T assure the
House that the temper of the people in the
country is such that they feel like walking
off their holdings in a body. A number of
the younger members of the community
have already emlisted. Had it not been for
the fact that the defence authorities could
take no more men into eamp, there would T
helicve have been a complete cvacuation of
agricalturists from the areas concerned. I
have prepared a list of the districts that
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will be dealt with during the debate, We
passed through Goomalling, where the rain-
fall was eight inches, through Dowerin, the
rainfall of which I do not know, and
through Koorda, where the rainfali was five
inches. I am not referring to the grow-
ing period but to the rainfsll for the whole
year. In many distriets 114 inches of rain
fell in January, so that members ean im-
agine how much rain was recorded during
the actual growing period. Wyaleatchem
is regarded as a good distriet but has had
only 4% inches of rain, and Trayning and
Nungarin have had 3% inches each.

Mr. Berry: Over what period did Nun-
garin have 3% inches?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I am giving the
rainfall for the year.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: What is it for the
growing period?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T will come to
those figures later,

The Premier: It is al! very bad, no mat-
ter what you give.

Hon., C. G. LATHAM: Yes, Merredin
has had four inches, Narembeen four
inches, and Broece Rock 4% inches. Last
year Narembeen and Bruee Rock had ave-
rage yields of 18 bushels to the acre, but
the long dry summer and the faet that very
little feed was available during the winter
have resulted in practically all the food
supplies of the people being absorbed.
Quairading, which is also a good district,
and has stood out as such for many
years, has had o rainfall of five inches.
Kellerberrin, from which is secured most of
the chaff supplies for the goldfields, had a
rainfall of 4Y; inches, Cunderdin 6% inches
and Northam 8 inches. The member for
Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr. F. C. L. Smith)
nsked what was the rainfall for the growing
period. I wil) give him some figures on that
point. For instance, here is the rainfall for
Nungarin: January, 3 points; Febrnary and
March, nil; April, 10 poinis; May, 50 points;
June, @3 points; July, 131 points; August,
11 points; and September, 40 points. Of
course, the September figures would not in-
clude the rainfall at the week-end. How-
ever, the rainfall for Nungarin for the emr-
vent year to date has been 3in. 8 points.
That will give the House some idea of the
recorded rainfall. Gencrally speaking, we
found that in the areas fraversed the stock
had heen torned on to the erops in order to
keep going uniil shearing time. Tn most
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districts shearing is in full swing now, and
the clip is proving very much lower per
head than that recorded during the pre-
vious reason. What the faormers are up
against is that their stock are eating the
feed now, with the result that at the end
of this month, or in Oclober, there will be
no feed left. One of the most deplorable
aspeets of the situation is that farmers have
been yushing their sheep to market in an
endeavour to find purchasers for them. The
Ministey for Lands will bear me out when I
suy that the yarding last weck totalled about
19,004 sheep, whercas loeal requirements rep-
resented between 10,000 and 11,000 sheep.
Members will appreeiate the faet that if
there is to be a weekly surplus of 7,000 or
8,000 sheep on the market, one result only
will follow, nanely, a total eollapse of prices.

Mr, Mann: Another 19,0400 are hooked for
this week.

Ilon. C. ¢. LATIIAM: That is so. This
ineaus that the farmers will have no eapital
and certainly no income with which to earry
on. I have a suggestion to make to the
Minister for Lands, althongh T have not been
able to aseertain whether cffect could he
given toit. T am fully vonvineed that there
will be a great shortage of export lambs this
year due to drought conditions, and I have
heen wondering whether we could use some
of the marketable sheep {hat are fit for ex-
port mutton for the {rozen lambs. The Old
Country must require meat, and I know of
no more favourable country than Western
Australin from  whiel supplies could he
drawn. I kuow that shipping may present
a ditfienlty.

The Minister for Lands: We have the
(‘ommonwealth Government trying to sub-
stitute mutton for some of the export Jamb
=shortage.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 thought that
would have been done, and [ know the Min-
ister does not want advice from me to urge
hinm to tuke steps in that direction. When
T suggested that something along those lines
might be done, farmers were a little heart-
ened.  One man eaid lhe sold a ecrtain
unmber ot weaners and all he could get for
fthem was 44, a head. It 1s a long time sinee
1 ean vemembher sheep being sold at so low a
price.  The regrettable part of it all is that
two and four-tooth ewes are heing sold for
butchers' meat. The Minister for Lands is
fully aware that every available female
sheep will be requirved for re-stocking North-
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West loldings, (uite apart from the re-
quirements of the agricultural areas. When
the drought breaks, as it must some day,
there will be left very few female sheep
with which to stock up the runs. That will
be a serious problem and it means that the
State will take many more years to stock
pp than under normal eonditions. We
should endeavour to conserve our resoureces
now. At one siding—I think it was Trayn-
ing—2,000 sheep were put up for sale and
the onily bid recvived was for 60 weaners,
No one wanted sheep, becnuse there was no
feed for them. The weaners represented a
picked line and they were sold at Os.
a head. Members will realise the serious-
ness of the position from the farming peint
of view. It is not a question of the indi-
vidual or of the industry itself, but a
matter of u State’s industry that iz being

relarded, simply because 1o one seems
ta be in n position to help. The
farmers ecannot  help themselves, and

therefore some assistance must be rendered
to them. The member for Greenough (Mr.
Patriek) made a tour of other parts previ-
ously and he came back with a far more
cheerful story to tell. I know he has becu
in vonsultation with the Minister for Lands
at conferences and I believe the outcome of
the disenssions will probably he of some
benefit to the industry. T understand the
maximum price of chaff has been fixed at
£8 10s. per ton, but that does not mean that
the farmer will reeeive anything like that
amount. It means that the man who buys
chaff cannot he charged more than
£8 10s, for it, and it may provide an
induceinent to farmers to cut considerably
more hay than they would otherwise con-
template doing. However, that will not be
of advantage to the farmers in the areas
te which I have been veferring, heeaunsy
they have no eredit or cash with whieh to
purchave supplies. From that angle, somo-
thing will have to be done.

The Premicr: Who owns the sheep?

Tlon. C. G. LATHAM: Tn some instaners,
if there is ap clement of ownership, the
sheep are owned by the stockbrokers, or
they may be under lien to the banks. Tn
many cases they will be under lien to the
Agrienltural Bank.  There can he very
little value in them., The question is: OL
what use is it for the Associated Danks or
the Agrieultural Bank to deal in sheep? No
vilue attaches to the stork heenuse there ¥s
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no market available, and the sheep will
have to be fed. Whether the stock are fed
on the farm or elsewhere would be a mat-
ter for those eoncerned to consider, but that
will not be of assistance to the farmer, If the
sherp are taken from the farmers, the latter
will have no capital with which to replace
the stock. I am looking to the future. The
farmers at present find themselves with no
income but only expenditure ahead of them
for the year, and no credit available to en-
ahle them to purchase super, seed and chai?
supplies, or to provide sustenance for them-
selves and their families. The action I have
taken was decided upon hecause I think we
may be able to do something for them by
drawing public attention to the position
confronting the men on the land.

The Premier: The farmer, like anyone
else, is not allowed to starve.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No.

The Premier: And he will not be allowed
to storve.

ITon. C. G. LATHAM: That is hardly
the issue. The farmers are saying that they
will walk off their farms,

The Premier: They would not be allowed
to starve on their farms.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Two settlers have
walked off their properties after having
worked them for 30 years. On Wednes-
day night a farewell was tendered to one
farmer who had walked off his holding
after having been on it for that period.

Mr. Warner: And his three sons have
gone to the war,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That man said
he had not a shilling te enable him to get
away. I believe the man was a hattler.
Over a period of years there have been
dronght conditions and low prices, with the
result that farmers have no reserves with
which to carry on. There was a time when
they were able to build up reserves, but ad-
verse eonditions have resulted in their re-
sources dwindling away. Many of them now
find themselves in an infinitely worse posi-
tion than when they first went on the land,
Northam has always been regarded as a
safe farming district. As a matter of
fact, I suppose there is no district in Aus-
tralia which ean be considered safer, hut
we find that while farmers there are able
to get feed and chaff they have no income
for the year and are definitely np against
it. T hope that hon, members will not for-
pet that this year will be an extremely
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hard one hecause a much higher price has
to be paid for everything purchased than
was previously the case. The cost of com-
maodities is becoming dearer and these people
have no such thing as a basic wage. Their
coudition is worse than if they were part-
time workers for the Government,

We have had requests, which seem to me
to he very reasonable, for a release of
wheat from the bins in order that stock
may be fed for a time to cnable them to
be hrought to a condition that will ensure
their being marketed at a reasonable Bpure.
I have been told that there is a lot of wheat
in the agrieultural areas in the bulk bins
and that a fair amount of it is affected by
weevils. The marketable value of that
wheat should be determined and steps
taken to make it available to these farmers,
It is no nse, however, taking the wheat ount
of the bins and giving it to farmers who
require it and at the same time leaving the
rest of the farmers to find the credits, be-
caise the other farmers are almost in the
same unfortunate financial position as are
the nien who require the wheat. But if a
sum of money conld be made available for
the purchase of this wheat at a fair price—
and T am talking of damaged wheat and
not the first-grade article—we would do
much to assist the men in need. They
would be enabled to carry on their sheep
for a time at least. No man can feed his
sheep entirely on wheat and expect them
to thrive. They must have a percentage
of roughage. On many of the farms we
inspected we saw erops lying on the ground
like a lot of hurnt-up grass with no food
value at all.

T do not know to what extent the Govern-
ment can assist in the transport of chaff,
bat T fancy that a fairly large sam will be
required for that purpose. I do not know
whether there are sufficient chaff sacks in
the State to meet the requirements; prob-
ably there will be if the chaff is not shifted
in larze quantities at a time, because
second-hand bags will be suitable. A
more important matter is the provision of
seed wheal for next year. I want to draw
the Premier’s attention to the fact that the
seed will have to he put into new c¢orn-
sacks. Second-hand sacks cannot be used
to transport it over the railways. I do not
know whether arrangements have been
made to provide sufficient new sacks for
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that purpose. Such stacks will have a
value after they have been empty, and pro-
vision should be made for a supply. Of
<course the farmer will say, ‘T am not go-
ing to bother about providing seed wheat
unless I can obtain a reasonable price.”
That fact has to he faced, hut it is no use
putting on a very high price and trans-
ferving the liability fo a set of farmers
whese finaneial position does not permit of
their carrying it.

The Premier: These farmers should not
look at the matter from a selfish view-
point all the time.

Hou, C. . LATHAM: T do nof suggest
they will.

The Premier: You said they wmight not
sell.

Hon. C. (+. LATIIAM: That is so. The
farmer will say, ‘T ean tnke the wheat to
the hins in bulk and that will save me
the expense of huying sacks.’’

The Premier: If he got so much more
for it, surcly it would pay.

Hou. C. . LATITAM; I was pleased to
heay the IPremier say by interjeelion that
no one wonld starve, but these people do
not know what their position is.

The Premier: They know what it has
been for the last four years.

Hon. C. i, LATHAM: Az far as the
Agricultural Bank eclients are eoncerned,
ves. I am hoping that something will be
done to help these people as a result of
the ronfersuce being called by the Federal
Minister for Commerce for Friday next.
The matter is so important that we may
well nsk the Government to send to the
conference a representative who can point
out clearly the actunl position in this State.
The State Government says that it has
never had sufficient money to assist the
farming industry to the extent it would
like. Now is the time when we may obtain
assistance from the Commonwealth. A little
while ago a sum of £115,000 was made avail-
able to the State for removing farmers fron
what were called the marginal areas. 1 do
not know how much has been spent on the
transfer of farmers, but I should say that
there has not been very much expenditure.
TUnfortunately we have not the fizures be-
fore us.

The Premier: A good deal has been spent.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: I noticed that a
certain sum had been paid to the Agrienl-
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tural Bank. I do not know whether that
was wise, unless the money was paid to the
hank with a view to its being subsequently
paid out to the farmers transferred. We
shall have to wait until the report of the
bank commissioners is available in order o
aseertain what the position is. At any rate,
that money could be used temporarily, it
not permanently, for the relief of farmers.
Something will have to be done immediately
to provide food supplies. At Nungarin a
woman told me that there was one farmer
with a wife and seven children and he bad
not enough feed for his cows. In another
instance a man was killing his horses in
order to feed his pigs and so keep them
alive. Sometimes we hear exaggerated ac-
counts of eonditions in the farming areas,
but the statements I am making ean he
verified. Tt is 2 very serions matter if a
man has to kill horses in order to feed his
pigs. 1 helieve that there is a glat of pigs
at the present time, though I do not know
to what extent.

Mr, Seward:
1 er head.

ITon. C. G. LATHAM: We seem to be
up against it in every direetion. I want
the Ciovernment to tell the House what it
proposcs to do with regard to associating
this State with the conference being ecalled
hy the Minister for Commerce.

The Premier: We will be associated with
the conference, do not worry. The confer-
ence is bheing ealled for the purpose of gath-
ering information, I understand. We ecan
give them all the information they require.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt should not be
necessary for & man to attend a conference
to supply information. That is not what
we want. We want resunlts.

The Premier: It is not what we want
cither,

Ion, C. G. LATHAM: If the Premicr
neelds anvone from this side of the HHounxe
to attend the conference, we will do all we
ean to help. We want to assist the Govera
ment Lecause we realise the importance of
assistance being granted to these people.
We are here to throw in our lot with the
Government and render any help we pos-
sibly ecan. The position is so very desper-
ate that T returned from the trip feeling
mueh more depressed than I have ever felt
in my life, partieularly when I realised that
nen who had been from 23 to 3¢ years on
their farms now find themselves surrounded
by stock, but with no feed to lkeep that

Baconers ave down to £1
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stork alive, and living an harren country
which looks worse than when the farms
were first settled.

The Premier: Yon knew what to expect
when yon went on the tour.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM :; T hardly expected
to find things as bad as I found them
around Nungarin.

Mr. Doney: In any case it is valuable %o
see conditions at first hand.

The Premier: We know how serious the
position is.

Hon. C. (. TLATITAM: 1f I talked for
hours I eould not say anything more than
I have said to impress upon the Government
the urgeney of the position. I believe the
Premier ov the Minister for Lands receiveld
a telegram from a confercnce held at Mer-
redin reecently. The farmers in that avea
szid that unless wheat was forthecoming
within seven days they would help them-
selves to grain out of the hins.  That of
eourse is the attitude of people who find
themselves up against difficulties and pro-
bably would not show much regard for the
law on that account.

The Premicr: You wonld not sayv that
there is justification for that?

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: Something shoul?
he done at once to enable the stock to be
fed. Al through that north-cast country
and in the Merredin distriet, too, there is
need for supplementary feed on the farms.

The Premier: But you wonld not attempt
to keep too many sheep in those drought-
stricken aveas.

Hon. C, G, LATHAM: What are the
farmers to do with them? Are they to de-
stroy them by cutting their throats? De-
spite the fact that we have a Price Fixing
Commissioner, T am satisfied that the price
of meat to-day is far too high for the man
on wages, I say the priee of meat in the
buteher shops is too dear; it is not com-
mensurate with the price the farmer is re-
eciving Tor stock on the hoof. There is a
serious leakage somewhere. If meat snp-
plies in the metropolitan area were cheaper,
there would be a better market for meat
and the preducer would reeeive a better
priee for his stock, Weaners of 26 Ibs. {o
28 s, are being sold for 6s. and, against
that, consider what we have to pay for
lamb in the city shops. Tt is impossible to
get lamh for less than 104, or 11d4. M.
Therefore T say that something is radieally

wronr,  [f the Prices Commissioner really
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wishes to do semething, he should see that
the price to the eonsumer is fixed. That is
what we intended when we passed the
measure last session. We had the eon-
sumer in mind. If necessary, the Commis-
sioner could then trace the priee back. Tn-
stead of doing that, he makes the mistake
of fixing a price for wholesale meat and
does not follow it up to ensure that a
reasonable price is chorged to the con-
sumer.

The Premier: le can do so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, but he has
not done so. We cannot take nolice of the
Midland Market reports that are published
in the newspapers. If anybody tonk pen
by pen, he would find that the price was
much lower than that reported i the
Press. We should endeavour to make
available to the yeople of the city, as well
as of other parts of the State, meat at a
much lower price than it is to-day, That
would absorh some of the surplus, When
we travel into those country distriets and
see truck-loads of woung ewes—two to
four-tooths—being forwarded to the metro-
polis to be slanghtered, and when we econ-
sider the probable value of those ewes next
year, we must wonder what can be done fo

stop it.
The Premicr: The farmers inr the
drought-stricken areas cannot food Lhem.

What else can they do?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T do not knew
what ean be done with ihem,

The Premier: During droughts we alwavs
have a eertain numhber of losses.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then ire we (o
cut the throats of those sheep? To do that
wounld he far hetter than to leave them to
diec a lingering death hy starvation, 1f
the throats of half of them were cnt, ihe
other half could be carricd for twice the
period.

The Premier: And in a month, if we
have a good rainfall, you might find plenty
of grass available for them.

Hon, C. (. LATILIAM: T admit that te
do all that is necessary is not easy. As the
Prowier said, the farmer lives in hope of
better times. I do not know any man who
is a greater optimist than is thé man on (he
land. 1ITe starts off hy taking an axe and
felling the forest, e anticipates getting
a good fire to save cost in burning the tim-
ber. He puts in his erop, not knowing what
lies ahead, but hoping that he will 2t a
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pavable return. Year after wyear he has
struggled along against adverse conditions,
and this year he is faeed with serious loss,
1 was farming in the drought year of 1814,
and T say the conditions to-day are worse
than they were then, definitely so.

The Premicr: Farmers did nol have the
stock then,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : They did not have
the stock, and water difficultics were not
50 great, Water difficulties are serious at
present, except where the goldfields main
and rock catchment reservoirs provide
supplies. Around Northam the farmers will
probably have great diffieulty on account of
shortage of water, except where the gold-
fields mnin touches the district. In 1914
most of the farmers had some eapital, and
the Agricultural Bank was rendy to assist
them because they had not exhoausted their
credit. To-day they have neither. 'Fhey have
a lat of stock, no feed, very little water and
no credit. They are simply struggling along,
and the position for them is exeeedingly
discouraging. No words I ean utter ean
adequately paint the picture impressed upon
the mind of those men struggling against
the heavy losses being cxperienced fo-dav.
It is not a question of giving them sym-
pathy; it is assistanee they want and 1 hope
wo shall get a pronouncement from the Gov-
ernmment as te what it proposes to do. An
ofticinl should be sent to Nungarin, Merre-
din and Trayning at once to make a survey
of the stock, the feed eonditions and the
conditions of the farmers in their own
homes, and he should have authority to pro-
vide temporary relief. T say advisedly that
an oflieial should be sent there at onee. The
Chairman of the Agricultural Bank Com-
missionets passed through those distriets a
little while ago, but T wish to impress upon
the Premier that conditions hecome worse
so quickly.

I hope other members will tell the story
of what they saw during that tvip. I feel
sure the Honse will support onr request for
vendering all possible help to the men en-
gaged in one of the most important of the
State’s industrics. We know how serionsly
the pastoral areas have been depleted of
stock. This drought in the agriewltural
arcas, unless we are very eareful, will de-
plete them similarly. The agricultural aveas
to-day carry probably three-fonrths of the
sheep in the State. We cannot hope to
achieve mueh by shifting stock to the South-
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West. Y do not know whether feed counld be
procured there at a lower price than in the
north country, but I believe it would bhe
better to bale the hay rather than send out
¢haff, because it wonld be cheaper and better
feed and would involve less waste. I have
no hesitation in moving the motion.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [3.8]): I
shall ecrtainly support the motion for ad-
Journment on this matter. To do so is only
right in ovder that the case of the primary
preducers might be fully explained and that
po member might entertain any douht at all
eoncerning the position of the producers. T
hape members will view the position from
the point of view of the farmers and also
bear in mind the national aspect. The
Leader of the Opposition has explained the
tragie position along general lines, and 1
think he intended that other members who
toured those distriets should give a resamae
of the position in their respective elector.
ates.

The Premier: T havdly think that is neees-
SaTY.

Mr. WARNER: Every endeavour should
be made to afford reasonable help to the
primary produaecrs, and this help should he
given quickly, We should not be told that
inquiries will be made or that something will
he done in the future. Our object should he
to keep the farmers on their holdings so that
they will be ahle to produec the food ve-
quired by the nation, under reasonable eon-
ditions and not like peons or free slaves,
For many years and even In reasonable
seasons the farmers in oy eleetorate have
often had to dispose of their produets at
less than the cost of produetion. The posi-
tion has beconme serious; and only a very
meagre living is available to the farmers aund
their families, and this in the most beautifut
country m the world—Australia,  Starva-
tion has reduced farmers to such a state that
the people it any other voecation wounld nat
have stood up to it without beeoming hul-
shevisis or communists,

The Premicr: Do vou think it would help
than if they did?

Mr. Sampson: Desperate conditions =ome-
times produce desperate outlooks.

Mr. WARNLER: There are many of the
Premimt's supporviers who wounld definitely
have beeome good bolshevisis if they had
had meted out to them the trentment suffeved
by the farming community in the last six
Or SeVen Years.
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The Minister for Lands: Meted out by
whom?

Mr. WARNER: By having to produce
Faod at starvation rates to themselves.

The Premier: Who did that$

The Minister for Lands: Who mefed out
that dire treatment?

Mr. WARNER: I will deal withk that
presently.  Speaking of the farmers gen-
erally in my electorate, they have heen
loyal, have stood up to the adverse eondi-
tions and have done their best to carry on.
Many of them were soldiers in the 1914-18
war, and some of them, after having carved
out homes for themselves and worked like
slaves during the intervening years, are
Jjoining up for service again. After the
other war, they settled on the land hoping
to carve & national asset out of the forest.
They built up homes and reared and half
educated their families—I blame the Gov-
ernment for this half education beeause of
the Jack of adequate facilities in the coun-
try—and they are worse off than before. I
do not think they ean stand these hard-
ships mueh longer and something should be
done immediately to improve the deplorable
conditions existing in those distriets. From
what T have seen and heard, I am afraid
that the farmer is often regarded by many
city people as a joke. At times I have
heard such remarks in this House, but they
cemanate from lack of knowledge of the
hardships that the farmer has to meet, Why
should this be s0o? 1 have previonsly ex-
plained my view of the value and position
of the farmoer. The wheatrrowers and the
woolgrowers of this State have been the
means of enabling the Government to carry
on. They enabled the Government to fune-
tion right till the time when the mining in-
dustry received n reasonable price for gold.
But for the enormouns quantity of produce
raised by our primary industries, the State
would have been in a much worse position
financially than it is at present.

The Premier: The Government has also
engbled the wheatgrowers to function, yon
must remember, through water supplies and
other facilities. .

Mr. WARNER: From my standpoint,
something must he done to relieve the posi-
tion of the farmers in my electorate
speedily, so that they may be enabled to
remain in production. From a national
aspect, we eannot afford to let the farmers
go. In recent years they have passed
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through crises previously unknown in
Western Australia’s history, All the dis-
asters that have come upon them are new.
They are vietims of cireumstanees over
which they have no control. They endeav-
oured to build homes for themselves and
their families, and now, after having de-
prived their wives and childven of practie-
ally all the amenities of life, they are in
haunting fear of being dispossessed of their
land and all they have. I helieve this Par-
liament and the Government will realise the
necessity for immediate aid to the primary
producers, if only to retain them on their
holdings. My leader has already informed
the House concerning thai aspect, and I do
not wish to indulge in repetition; but any-
one who went on the trips we made and
saw the position of the farmers would be
hard-hearted indeed if he did not frel for
those unhappy people. 'We saw thein on
their holdings and also at the various niect-
ings that were held.

For years the treatment of the farmer
has been had in this respect, that merchants
and finuncial institutions have deprived him
of the whole of his proceeds, For recent
years they have dealt out only sufficient to
allow him to carry on in a state of misery.
I do not know why this should be so. The
farmer ought not te be deprived of n
reasonable return for his work any more
than any other man. The farmer is now in
a position of not knowing whether he has
to go off his land immediately. It is an age-
long right of the farmer, as of any other
man, to participate fairly in the fruits of
his labour. Why should the farmer be
deprived of that right? Why should
not he have & say in the disposal of
what he produces? It is perfecily logi-
eal and true to say that some of
the farmers in my distriet have in a single
year produced enough wheat to keep them
for the whole of their lives. Notwith-
standing that fact, it has been very hard
for them to get toed and clothing for them-
selves and their wives and ehildren. I
lay the blame on merchants and financial
houses, who have snatehed the whole of the
farmer’s profits, granting him only enough
to put in another erop, on slave terms, and
await the return of the vultures to grab
it. How long this is to he permitted I do
not know. Many of the f£armers have been
gway from this country to fight for demoe-
racy, and many of their sons are at pre-
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sent away for the same purpose. Another
fight must eome from those farmers and
their sons for the opportunity to gain a
reasonable livelihood in the country that
they fought for or are away to defend.
Methods of dealing with the products of
the farmer will have to alter materially
before that position is achieved. I believe
that such a struggle will come in Western
Australia before the war is over. I be-
lieve that the issue will he forced by the
farmers themselves.

Presently I shall show the position of
the farmers generally in the eastern wheat-
belt. Sufficient was observed by us during
the trip we made to convinee us of the dire
need for aid, besides what was stated to us
at meetings. I have vepresented certaiu
people in this House since 1933, for seven
years. Of those seven years the first two
produced only a low price for wheat. The
next ensuing year was a drought year,
with the vesnlt that very little wheat was
exported. Last year there was a fair ha:-
vest, and much wheat was taken away from
the distriet. However, as usual, the pro-
ceeds did not reach the farmer and his
family. Six pounds per month for the
farmer and his wife, with perhaps a little
more for the children, represents r pitiable
living. I have done all I ¢an for them. I
have been with them in their snfferings.
I believe it will be acknowledged that I
have done my very ntmost for my con-
stituents ever sinee I have represented
them here. Nevertheless, all the speaking
I have done appears not to have altered
the sorrowful position. One year’s ecrop
ecomes off and goes away, and there is a
dole for the next crop; and so it has eon-
tinued until the farmers now feel heart-
broken, feel as if they ¢ould not remain on
their holdings for another season to gain
another crop. They feel that they cannot
stay on the farm for another year except
under conditions of & little more eomfort
than has been the case in recent times.

The Premier: The trouble is thaf the
farmers have had poor erops.

Mr. WARNER: The members who went
on the trip held a meeting to consider the
position, and the outecome was that we
decided to divide into four paorties to
examine the two distriets. The results
were as I have stated. In this motion
there is no propaganda. The motion 1s
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being brought forward as the result of our
travels, Incidentally, we travelled at our
own expense. Had we been politically
minded, we might have gone to other places
while the Federal election was being held.
However, we resolved to discover the
exaet position in the eastern wheathelt.
Practically the whole of the Mt Marshall
electorate is in the drought area this year
again. Immediate relief most be given.
1t is not a question of what will be done in
the future, or evern in the near future; it is
a question of immediate aetion. I helicve
that when the Premier has beard all we
have to say, he will realise the need for
instant relief. At Nungarin we were told
that horses were being shot to conserve
the fodder, or because there was no fodder
for them. In other places horses were be-
ing shot and, together with considerable
quantities of whent, went to feed the pigs.
And other distriets were just as badly off.
Some farmers who had seed wheat left
over from last year have been feeding it
to the shecp and the pigs. They have to
tely upon seed from outside. That is an
awful position for them to be in, after sac-
rificing their seed wheat. We have also heard
of sheep dving in the paddoecks; but generally
speaking most of the sheep in those dis-
triets are in good store condition, and
some are forward stores. That is some-
thing to be remembered in estimating what
is to be done in the way of feeding wheat
to sheep.

I have no ground for ecomplaint concern-
ing the action of the Government in fur-
nishing wafer supplies for my distriet. I
will acknowledge that the Government has
done very good work in that respect. In
my territory there are many water sup-
plies. Indeed, the rock ecatchments there
furnish more in the way of individual sup-
plies than is the case anywhere else.
However, this vear the rains have not come
to fill the catchments. Though most of
them hold water, unfortunately fresh sup-
plies have not come this year. During our
trip we received reports that the Country
Water Supplies Department had issued not-
ices that in September, this month, the
stand-pipes at the end of the pipe lines
would be taken away, so that settlers on
the pipe lines who are paying for water by
way of rates may get supplies first. I hope
that we have not been correcily informed.
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I do not think the department will ent off
water from farmers who ave now ecarting
water and have hern doing so for months,
just in order to convey that water to other
farms. I would like also to know from the
Minister for Water Supplies whether atten-
{ion has been given to what I mentioned n
the Addressin-reply debate regarding the
Barhalin rock eatehments.  Is there water
in them, or is water being pumped into them
in view of the dryness of the season? At
one of our meetings a farmer’s wife told ns
they were so badly off for feed for the
house cows that halE-a-dozen children were
niissing their main article of food. That i3
the kind of story T get continually when
travelling about my clectorate. T must take
notice of snch statements. It is most sad-
dening to listen to deseviptions of the con-
ditions there. T counld continne for hours
in the zame strain, but T do not wish to de-
tain the Iouse undoly and therefore shall
refrain from velating accounts of individual
hurdehips. But the sufferings of the farm
ers in my electorate have heen and are sueh
as to compel me to lay the full faets bhofore
the Chamber. The tragie stories whieh have
been told to me duriny vecent vears, with
the cxerlions they necessarily imposed on
me, have caused me mental torture and
undermined my health. I intend now 1o
rend some revords of observations made on
the tour, and thon to lpave it to members
to fecide whether the present motion is
Justified.  PFirst T shall quote an articla
whirhk appeared in the *West Australian”
of the 17th of this month—

EASTERN WHEATBELT.
‘‘Position a Tragedy.’’
Problem of Chaff Supplies.

The ehairman of the Apgricultural Bank
Commission (Mr. 8. B. Donovan} referred yes-
terday {o an inspection of the eastern wheat-
bielt that he made last week, in the course of
whirh he motorced through districts eontrolled
Ly the Northam, Bruce Rock, Merredin and
Iununoppin branches of the bank.

**The whole position iz a tragedy,”’ Mr.
Donovan said. **After a cyvele of bad scasons
unprecedented in the history of Western Aus-
trilin, follawed by n record wheat yield of
134 bushels an acre last year, everybody con-
fidently hoped for 2 run of good seasons. This
vear upsets the theory that the seasons run
in eyeles. Tt is most diseonraging to all con-
cerned, and it is heart-breaking for farmers
whe in many instances last vear produced 10
te 12 bags of wheat an acre, to see similar
land not returning seed this year.’’

My, Donovan said that during his inspee-
tion he had taken the opportunity to disenss
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questions of mutunl interest with leading busi.
ness peuple, bunkers und farmers, Naturally,
the great conegrn of all was the seasonul out-
look, erop failures, shortage of sheep feod
andl water. The consequential problems were
not easy of solution, ns the drought was al-
most State-wide from the point of view of
transferring stock to pasturca elsewhere, or
even of producing hay erops, such as in nor-
mal years would be considered not worth while
to cut.

Undeveloped Crops.

Tle greatest hope was that September rains
would at least give seed and, in some distriets,
a hag of wheat to the acre on the lighter land
and perhaps n little hay, These eonditions ap-
plied east of C‘underdin towards Moorino Rock.
One hot, windy day would eompletely wipe out
the erops on the heavy land. Unfortunately,
no etraw would remain for feed, beecause the
erops had ucl developed beyond the flag stage
and would disappear altogether, as many had
done already. In several instances, sheep had
been turned on to the erops.

My, Nonovan said that he had notored from
Merredin through Nungarin, Lake Brown and
Mukinbudin te Kununoppin. IIe had seen very
few paddocks worth pulling a machine into.
Although lieht vain lad fallen during the pre-
vious night, strong weaterly winds soon re-
dueed ils value and fierce dust storms were
met. Norlh of Koordn and along the Kulja-
Rannie Tock line, the crop, feed and water
position wos murh better, due to more favour-
ahle rainfall.

Trom Dowerin to Northam the crops were
healthy, though harkward, and would produce
hoth wheat nnd hay, hut undoubtedly light
vields for those particular distriets. Sheep
fecil in the Northam distriet was very poor.
The hest feed wns to be found between Grass
Vatley andl Meckering and  crops there were
renzonably good for the season,

Water would bhe a wmajor problem where
the country was not =zerved by the Goldficlds
water gupply or the Tarbalin, Waddowring and
Knungajin schemes, The Knungajin scheme at
present  watered 79,000 sheep, 1,720 horses
and 900 eattle, There were many other tanks,
from 250,000 1o 500,000 gallons in capaeity,
stwlded threughont the country. Still, a large
numher of farmers relied vpon their own dams
and had been earting water for some monihs.

This is another veport T would like to read
to the Honse; it contains some remarks
made by the Hon. G. B, Wood—

The tragic position of many farmers in the
north-castern wheatbelt wns commented upon
yesterday by Mr. G, B, Wood, M.L.C., on his
return to Perth after a tour through the East
Province. Tlie outlook in many cases was
very gloomny, he said.  Stock were in need of
feed, and it was to be hoped that carly steps
wonuld be taken by the Government either to
supply the feed necessary or to arrange for
evacuation,

T have just gompleted a trip,’’ said Mr.
Wood, ““from Northam to Bullfinch via Ben-
cubbin, During the trip T met many farmers,
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includinvg members of youd Dboards and Agri.
enltural Bank inspectors. The crops generally
have finished without heading, and it is eertain
that no wheat will be delivered fo the wheat
hins in the morth-castern wheathelt. The con-
seusmy of ppinion among the farmers ia that
if more rnin falls some of them may get their
secil hack, Many of them only expeet sheep
fead from their crops, and this only if more
rain falls,

“*The stock position is a desperate one, the
gprass laving started to dvy off. Tan many
places cast of Mukinbudin there has been no
new grass at all this winter, enly 234 inches
of rain having fallen. At Mukinbudin grass-
hoppers have made their appearance and as
there i no grass no doubt what little erop
exists will be eaten out.

**Geperally speaking, the position i3 des-
prerate and it is to be hoped that the Govern-
ment is already considering ways and means
either fo feed the stock in these districts or
have the animals evaewated. Whatever hap-
1rens the outlock is very gloomy for the settlers
in these distriets.’?

On going further north of Merredin, we
met men coming from the Westonia Road
Buard distriet who said that grasshoppers
hael made their appeavance at Mukinbudin
aml  were  then right through the wheat
evnntry.  In the words of one of these me,
“The grasshoppers had taken everything as
they went.”  The following is a leiter re~
coived hy me from Trayning; it is dated the
Gth Seplember, 1940, and is written by the
secretary of  the  Kununoppin-Trayning
Road Board, Mr. Felgate:—

T have heen directed by my board to request
that vou will place hefore the Government the
neeessity for carly organisation with regard
to relicf mensures which it is certain will have
to e extended to farmers in the wheatbelt to
tide them over the fortheoming summer and
until spme returng arc obtained from the crops
maturing Inte in 1941.

You nre probably well aware of the disas-
trous future for the forthcoming harvest, in
which tlie great majority of whent farmera
wil show a complete loss of crops sown this
vear, Inideed, it will be a particularly fortun-
ate farmer who will recover sufficient wheat
tu vover the amount used as seed, and it may
he safely stated that final results will be 83
per eent. down on last season’s operations. In
nimy respects the season may be compared to
the widespread drought year of 1914, and =«
proper perspective may be obtained by taking
the rpinfall of this year, whieh to date is on
a level with that of 1914. Figures for this
venr are herewith given: January, February,
Mareh, April, total, 27 points; May, 41; June,
140; JTuly, }63; August, 17; September (to
date), 12; total for year to date, 400 points.
Taking the eritical months of August and Sep-
tember, in whieh only 29 points of light show-
ers have fallen and that both these montha
Tiive also experienced unseasonable hot spells,
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it is obviously impossible to grow wheat under
sueh conditinng, and the palpable result wnuvst
le something approaching a complete drought.
Many ecxperienced farmers have already
realised that, ¢ven with rain, it is far too late
to obtain any grain yicld and they have al-
ready turned their sheep on to the wilted
erops,

The sheep position is nrearly as bad as the
crop outlook, as there has been mno natural
growth of feed during the past winter on ne-
count of the light raina. What small amount
did make headway has already been burnt oft
again and the only reservea are the short and
wilted crops which cannot last long under any
circumstances. It would be absurd to offer
advice to the farmer either to remove his
flocks to better pasturnges or sell them, as in
the one case other parts of the State are
equally drought affected and feeding grounds
are not available, and in the other case the
sales yards will be over-crowded with shecp
going at n sacrificial figure, even if sueh a
thing as n bid could he obtained.

Even if a farmer situated within the reti-
culated water area decides to hold his sheep,
he has no assuranee that this can be done,
owing 1o the extremely low level of water in
the reserveirs of the Barbalin scheme and to
the fact that water restrietions will have to be
rigidly applied. Farmers in the water area
will perhaps have a little advantage to hang
on to a reducell number of shecp, but as the
water area only covers about one-third of this
road distriet, the thought immediately presents
itself: What is to be done ahout sheep in
the other two-thirda? PFarmeia’ dams remain
uitfilled, together with public dams. Wells in
this country have a reputation for poor sup-
plies and there are very few good soaks which
voulll relieve the position to any extent.

In other directions the farmer has already
been faced with increased prices for matarials
whieh are essential to hisg husiness and which
increases he must bear without the right, as
in nther businesses, of banding the extra cost
on tp the consumer per medium of & price-
fixing commissioner. Take, for imstance, the
effect of the decision af the State Price Fix-
ing Comunissioner in giving chenper meat for
the people of Pertly and debarring the grower
feom obtaining a rensonable profit under the
fair means of auction. By the right and law
of supply and demand, the grower of meat
was perfectly justified under the demand law
at pnblic anection of obtaining an advantage
in prices, as such advanced prices would have
been only temporary until the market was over
supplie. In fixing the price no consideration
was given to the grower in making inquiries
ug to how long lie had to stand the cost of
hand feeding his sheep before they were of-
fered for auction, Withomt due inquiry as {o
the cost of produetion before a price 1s fixed
there is the anomaly that thousands of per-
sons in a ecity are much better off finaneially
to obtain a cheaper supply of meat than the
much poorer and struggling farmer who offers
it at auction in the first instance. It is yet
to he scen if the price-fixing restrictions will
apply to the farmer and permit him to in-
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crease the price of his products proportion-
ately to the increased cost. It will be restric-
tions in the czse of a farmer and regulations
when applied to any other business when an
inerease is sought.

Whether it is justified or nof, the faet ro-
mains that the farmer now has to pay in-
crcased prices for everything that he requires
in the business of farming. Machirery and
parts, which he must have, are greatly in-
creagsed. Take superphosphates for instance,
without which it would be impossible for him
to obtain a reasomable return, This essential
chemiral has now advanced from £3 12s. 6d.
per ton te £5 2s, 6d. per ton. In another case
the introduction of mechanieal power gave him
an advantage of much lower costs when com-
pared with horses and less drudgery in his
work, No sconer has he converted to im-
proved conditions of living and work, to
which he is justly entitled if any advance in
social conditions in this world is to be at-
tnined, than he is met with advaneced prices
of erude oil fuel from £6 4s. 6d. a ton to £8
12s. Ad, a tom.

The depletion of the farmers’ geanty finan-
cial resources due to increased prices of com-
modities, sacrificing of stock and almost total
losg of crops through drought will very shortly
present a picturs that will closely approxzimate
war conditions in an invaded country. In an
enormonsly rtich country like Australia, whose
riches have already been proved by her war
efforts, there should be no speetre of ruin and
mivery hunging over the heads of those cn-
gaged in one of its greatest industries, parti-
cularly as such awful conditions have been
brought about by circumstances over which
they have no control.

No amount of inspeetions of drought-
atricken areas, statistics, lengthy reports, and
useless discussions can improve the situation.
The already advanced appalling conditions are
too well known. What is needed are men of
Parliamentary action, both Federal and State,
who, regardless of party interests, will demand
that the machinery for relief will be immedi-
ately set in motion, and realise that, in the
saving of the primary production industry, it
1 Juat ag important, if not more so, than many
of the country’s war industries which are
safely sheltered on a highly profitable basis.

That is the view of a man who has been
secretary of the road hoard for over 18
years. The following review of the position
appeared in the Press on the 18th Septem-
ber:—

In Goomalling, Dowerin, Koorda, Wyalkat-
chem, Trayning, Nungarin, Merredin, Narem-
been nand Bruce Rock road districts, sheep are
in fair to good condition at present, but feed
shortages are causing farmers to unload stock
at any price, often sending away Yyoung ewes
which will be urgently neede@ to build up the
State’s flock after the dreught.

Farmers unanimnously urge the immediate
release of wheat st present stored in bins in
order to feed sheep and pigs. At present many
are eompelled to feed seed wheat held over
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frem last season which may DLe urgently
needed for 1941 sowing. The Merredin State
Farm will have no seed this year, but it is
stated that the erops at Wongan Hills and
Chapman experiment stations will yield sup-
plies of pedigree seed to maintain the strains.

At Nungarin it was stated that 30 horses
had already been shot in order to conserve
feed, and sheep losses were already occurring
on gome properties. In this area farmers had
little hope of obtaining more than five per
cent. of loeal seed requirements, as only 3%
inches of rain had fallen this year, about 114
inches less than in 1914. The tremendows in-
crease in stock population since 1914 had fur-
ther complicated the position.

I also quote the following veport:—

A wotor tour from Northam, via Goomal-
ling, Dowerin, Eoorda and Wyalkatchem, to
Trayning, has revealed a condition of affairs
probably unprecedented in the annals of the
State'’s agricultural development. Crops seen
by the roadside were seldom more than 12
inches in height and, in many cases, were in
head although barely half thia height.

The Leader of the Qpposition (Mr. C. G,
Latham) anrd Messrs. C. F. Bazter, M.L.C.,
J, I. Mann and F. L. Warner, M'e.L.A,, who
are at present touring these areas, inter-
viewed road board memberg at these centres
and discussed the erop and stock prospects.

In the Goomalling district, only eight inches
of rain have fallen to date, It is expected
that the crops will yield 50 per cent. of the
local hay needs and provide seed and a pos-
sible saleable surplus, but, further eastward,
conditions become progressively worse. Dow-
erin could only hope for part of the district’s
seed requirements and praetieally ne hag.

At Koorda, it was stated, less than one-fifth
of the farmers ip the road board distriet could
hope to obtain seed and hay crops were non-
existent. Sheep owmers were quitting their
sheep at low prices, as they had no feed, and
it was feared that horses would kave to he
shot as they were unealeable in these days of
mechanised farming.

Farmers’ Morala Affected.

In the Xoorda distriet partieularly, the
suceession of bad seasons, culminating in the
present disaster, has taken heavy toll of farm-
ers’ morale and the general attitude was one
of defeatism. ¢¢The proceds of our wool clip
have gone to satisfy claims. We have no
harvest, and our next apurce of income—the
1940-41 wool clip—-will he from reduced flocks
loaded with heavy feed costs. What can we
hope for?’’ These statements were frequently
heard.

At Wyalkatchem and Trayning, the outlook
is cqually serious. Thousands of acres of
heavy land crops are already drying off and
much has heen fed to sheep. Farmers gener-
ally realine that flocks will have to be re-
duced from 30 to 75 per cent. and, in many
cascs, they are attempting to dispose of the
whole of their flocks, deapite a glutted mar-
ket,
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At Trayning, o prominent sheep owner re-
cently offered 2,000 good sheep for sale, and
received offers for 62 lambs at 4/6 a head.
The same man had to send good Bungaree
blood ewes to the marketa.

The following report appears in to-day’s
“West Aunstralian” concerning wheat for
starving stock—I doe not necessarily approve
the proposed action:—

The Wheat and Woolgrowers’ Union re-

ceived advice yesterday from its Merredin
branch that, at a largely attended mass meet-
ing held therc on Saturday, it had been de-
cided that, unless wheat for feeding starving
stock was made available within seven days,
growers would make every effort fo take it.
The meeting telegraphed that decision fo the
Federid Government and to the Premier (Mi.
J. Willeock) and the Leader of the Opposition
{(Mr. C. G. Latham).
I can hut add concerning this report that it
shows the deplorable condifion of the far-
mer. He must indeed be desperate if he
wishes the public to understand that he pro-
poses to take this action. During the last
day or two I have received applieations by
farmers at Nungarin for wheat from hins tu
fecd their stock. A guantity of about 8,000
boshels is required. One man is carrying
400 sheep and asked for 300 bags; another
asked for 200 bags. In faet there are scv-
eral who asked for 200 bags each and one
asked for 400 hags. Thus we ean understand
why some of thesze so-ealled wild and woolly
fellows have carried ‘the resolution I have
read. They are merely emphasising the posi-
tion in which they find themselves. It is
more eharitable to put it that way than in
anvy other manner. T think I have said
enongh to show what the position actually is.
Tt is not only in the part of the State that
1 represent that the unfortunate people find
themselves in serious difficulties; other parts
of the State ave equally hadly off. T am
definitely deenly concerned ahont the posi-
tion in mv district. Tt appeals to me to
snch an extent that T am going to ask the
Government to endeavour to do something
immediately to relieve it. and to give atten-
tion to the stoek =o that it may be prevented
from dving of starvation.

MER. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin)
[5.48]): The party of which I am a mem-
ber enters upon this debate in a spirit of
co-operation in whieh respect I trust that
we shall find the Government and members
generally on the other side of the House in
a reciprocal mood. Without snch reciproe-
ity this motion is futile for the plan we
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seek is possible only along co-operative
lines. The Leader of the Opposition has
made the position plain and other speskers
on this side of the House have done like-
wise; thus a certain amount of repetition
in the appeal we are making fo the Gov-
ernment is inevitable. We shall, however,
go to some trouble to prevent the dupliea-
tion of information. I support the motion
and partievlarly the aspeet of urgency that
has been stressed by the Leader of the Op-
position. We are not pretending for one
moment that the Minister for Lands has
not all the information, He has that in-
formation; but that is insufficient. It is
essential of course that all members in this
Chamber without exception, and also mem-
bers of another place should have this in-
formation, and naturally the public as well,
and particalarly the business section of the
community in the ecity of Perth, The in-
formation that we arve supplying is abso-
lutely dependable; that is to say, there has
not been, nor will there be any exaggera-
tion whatever. We split ourselves into four
groups and traversed the wheat and mixed
farming distriets from north to south and
from the Darling Ranges eastward. Our
tour was most depressing. The one plens-
ing feature was an unexpected uniform
greenness in the erops—I am speaking of
course only of the Great Southern part of
the State. There the crops are of an ex-
ceptional greenness and there can be no
doubt that the rain which has fallen in the
last two or three days will do much especi-
ally in the area I represent, towards mak-
ing useful erops out of many that would
soon have wilted and died. Most of the
grasses have gone to seed and only in the
western parts is there any likelihood of rain
effgeting an improvement in that direction.
The rainfall has been only about two-fifths
of the normal; so it is rather hard to ex-
pect anything more than we are likely to
get. For the first time the drought has
fallen not only upon the eastern areas, but
has also invaded the Great Southern and
the South-West, as well as the coastal
fringe. It is plain that from one distriet
to another there will have to be constant
transfers of seed wheat, seed oats and fod-
der besides a sharing of watering faecilities.
Thus the position is extremely urgent. A
plan to facilitate the prompt orderly and
inexpensive transfer of the required com-
modities must be provided now, otherwise
there will be a great deal of misunderstand-
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ing and ill-feeling. Promptitude is abso-
lutely essential, and equally essential is the
co-operation between the several parties in
this House as well as the Agricultural Bank
and the Associated Banks, the insurance
companics and those Government depart-
ments, which year by year collect dnes from
the farmers. There are also the fodder
firms and machinery firms and most import-
ant of all the farmers themselves. It is
plain also that this is a common disaster.
That implies a common rseponsibility and
that is the road along which amelioration
should travel, The Minister for Lands will
find o diffienlé task ahead of him. No doubt
it will be extremely hard work. It seems
plain to us that measures must be taken to
prevent profiteering by those buying from
and selling to the farmers. Equally is it
necessary for measures to prevent harsh
action by first mortgagees, and similarly
measures will be required to see that inter-
est is either eancelled or reduced or in some
other way adjusted aecording to individual
needs. Speaking generally, until the out-
look brightens onee more, the widest and
most generous consideration will have to be
given to all the needs of the farmers and
I say that bearing in my mind the psycho-
logical outlook in the country. As the year
progresses, and unless we have exeeption-
ally good shedding rains, it is apparent to
us that the outstanding problem will be
that of water. Especially will that be so
for the reason that key and private sup-
plies in the various distriets are on this
oceasion non-existent, the dams having
either nothing whatever in them, or at the
hest only a foot or two of water.

Hon, (.
doms.

M. DONEY: Yes, and damned little
water, if you like, in the dams. The position
is rendered so much worse on that account.
There is the further unfortonate fact that
the supplies in the coastal arcas for this
year, because of the drought, have suffered
to some extent, though not to the same de-
gree as the supplies in the country. I should
like to say a word or two with regard to
boring. That question T suppose ean be re-
ferred to on a subject sueh as that we are
now diseussing, It will be plain that if it
beeomes  neeessary for the Railwny De-
partment to take water inland from the
coast that department will have a difficult
task indeed as the Minister for Railways

G. Latham: They ave damned
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will agree, probably beyond the department’s
capacity to handle, whick means that con-
siderable time had beiter be given the ques-
tion of finding local supplies by means of
boring, ete. In the course of the tour to
whieh referenee has been made, we ques.
tioned practically every municipality and
road board upon the subject of gov-
ernmental boring in their areas and found
that practically nathing had been done.
The little work that had been carried out
had heen performed in only a half-hearted
fashion. Wa are not grumbling about that
because we know very well that practically
the whole of the eastern areas with the ex-
ception of a small portion of the Midland
Railway country is outside the artesian
basin boundaries and for that reason the
Government feels there is very little en-
couragement to carry out boring operations
in areas officially regarded as non-artesian.
I submit to the Government that the coun-
try which is supposed to be non-urtesian
is of such huge extent that it is coneeiv-
able a test might disclose subsidiary basins,
So I am suggesting to the Government that
it should test selected spots in the wheat
belt in the hope of striking artesian sup-
plies, or alternatively striking shallow well
water.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That was tried, but
with not much suecess.

Mr. DONEY': I know they were not over
suecessful at Geraldton.

The Premier: They were not succe-~f'ul
at all,

Mr. DONEY: Several bores have heen
sunk by private individuals outside the
artesian limits,

The Premeir: You mean
hores, 200ft. or 300£t. deep?

Mr, DONEY: If sub-artesian boring were
undertaken in the wheatbelt it might ture
out to be of untold advantage to the farm-
ers concerned,

Mr. Cross: The water might bhe too
brackish for use.

Mr. DONEY: On the other hand, it
might not be too hrackish. In such matters
the risk has to be ynn, whether the horiny
is sub-arvtesian or otherwise. I had intended
to refer to the slaughtering of stock and
to ameliorative measures connected there-
with, but that has alveady been dealt with
by the two previous speakers. I have in
my hand a letter I received about an hour
ago from the Geraldton distriet. Tt may he

sub-artesian



{24 SepTeMBER, 1940.]

of value lo the Minister for Lands in that
it otfers a number of intevesting suggestions.
The writer, whose name I will not mention
at the moment, stated—

C. T. Murray’s report to Agricultural Bank
makes dismal reading. We in the northern
districts from Dongarra to around Northamp-
ton have been favoured with much more rain
than other distriets, consequently hundreds of
arres could be eut for hay.

The Premier: Farmers arc cutting hay.

Mr. DONEY: The implication is that the
Government shonld interest itself in the
cutting of that hay. The letter continues—
Surely some organisation should be set up to
purchase cither standing crops, or hay in
stook, so that the hay could bhe sent to feed
the stock where needed. Hay could be baled
in fields and dispatched direct to farmers in
drought areas. Where there is no water the
stock could he brought to location near {ho
pipe line and fed. To recommend the slangh-
ter of stock when there is plenty of food in
the country seems out of all reason. Some
regulation of markefing might also be ncees-
#ary for o few months. Supplies for the met-
ropolitan market could be drawn from dis-
tressed nreas for preference. This might avoid
a ghit and low prices.

The writer ®nelades—

Tf anything is to be donc nbout securing
erops or hay it must be done immediately ag
some of the best crops are now in hay.

T have rend this letter so that it may have
the elose attention of the Minister for
Lands.

The Premier: Hay is being ent along the
novthern roads, two strips wide. That is
wild oat hay ahout 4ft. high, growing along
the roads.

My. DONEY: Members on this side of
the House are giving a resume of the out-
look in respect of crops, seed, feed, stock,
water, ofe., in their distriets, T have gone
to some trouble to obtain an analysis of
the position in the eastern portion of the
Williams-Narrogin clectorate, and have re-
ceived some information from a Government
official of long experienee and sound judg-
ment.  In his memorandum to me he states
as follows:—

Tn reply to your telegram dated the 13th

inst. the following are particulars of condi-
tions gencrally in the district.
The distriet referred to is onec that eovers
the southern and eastern part of Wickepin,
Harrvismith, Kukerin, North Dumbleyunyg,
Toolibin, Tinkurrin, and Noman’s Lake.

The Premier: And Yilliminning ¢
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Mr, DONEY: 1 think Yilliminning could
he included. The writer goes on—

Grain: At present it is very difficult even to
make a wild quess as to what the e¢rops will
vield. I should say that from present indi-
cations farmers will get some wheat, but the
actual results will solely depend on weather
conditions during the next two or three weeks.
If a good fall oceurs then there will be some
very good crops, but if on the other hand no
rain falls some of the crops will simply die
off. I would say that 30 per ccnt. of the
crops will yield wheat betweer four and nine
bushels if normal conditions ensue.

Hay: I have made a tour of the distriet
with reference to hay, and find there are ample
supplies. Approximately 3,000 tons of surplus
hay ecould be obtnined in the district under
present counditions, and with a good fall of
rain in the mext week or so the surplus would
he considerably increased. North Kukerin
has the most hay.

Stock: Stoek are generally in fair to goed
eondition, hut owing to a shortage of grass
this coudition wiil not he maintained beyond
a1 couple of months. Settlers are all hecoming
alarmed as to what to do with their surplus
sheep. They are afraid that after shearing
sharn sheep will not be saleable

Water: Supplies are very low throughout
the district, and if no further heavy rain falls
it will be doubtful if present supplies last moro
than two or three months,

The position throughout the Stnte, exeept
in coastal areas, will before the end of the
vear hecome acute unless very copious rains
fall, more copious than is ususl for ns to
expeet at this time of the year. We all hope
such rains will fall. Those who seek to pro-
fit by this disaster—if there are any firms,
and T helieve there are some that would do
sn—that is, profit by buying cheaply from
one farmer and selling dearly to another,
could not be regarded ns anything but
mean, miserable and despicable folk. People
in rural aveas will pui upon them a spot-
light, from whieh they will indeed fnd it
hard to cseape. The views that have been
cxpressed during this debate ean be abso-
lutely relied upon, for memhers who visited
the areas concerned have seen those things,
about which they have spoken, with theirv
own exes. If any aelive eo-operation or
assistance is reqnired hy the Government in
this matter it will readily be aecorded by
members on this side of the House.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [6.10]: I do net
assume that the Governmernt and the Min-
ister for Lands ave not fully aware of the
dreadful calamity that has overtaken the
agrienltural industry. The motion has heen
moved so that the farmiers may know to what
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cxtent Parliament realises the position of
affairs,  The tour undertaken by various
members of the Conntry Party through the
agricultural areas was not carried out from
any political motive, nor were polities dis-
cussed in the party to which I was attached.
We attended meetings at various road board
centres. Not only did we meet members of
the boards but met many seores of anxious
men and women who are in the front
line faecing this awful tragedy that has
overtaken the agricultural areas. 1 estimate,
g0 far as estimation is possible, that 7,000
farmors are fucing ahsolute extinetion. That
calenlation excludes the men in the North
who are, by comparison only, enjoying a
fairly good season. There are in hitherto
favoured distrviets hundreds of farmers who
see¢ fading from their eves, day in and day
out, their very means of subsistence. Worse
than that, they see disappearing from sight
those flocks of sheep that they have so care-
fully built up over a number of years, as
well ag their livestock generally.

Mr. Doney: That is one of the worst
aspects of the position.

Mr. BOTYLE: Yes. Not only has the lack
of rain caused trouble as regards the growth
of pastures and crops, but it has led to the
dams being practically emptied, in all enses
where the farmers are not aceossible to the
zoldfields water supply secheme. For the most
part there is not enough water in the dams
to suffice until the end of the year. The far-
mers will then have to faee an almost water-
less condition, particularly in the somthern
areas. A feeling is abroad in the country
distriets that the Government is procecding
much too slowly with relief mepsures. We
have not been given much evidence concern-
ing the intentions of the Government. My
object in speaking is not to criticise either
the Governmeut or the Minister for Lands.
but to advancee what I hope will be regarded
as constrnctive ideas. In the stricken areas
to-day settlers feel that whatever the Gov-
ernment is doing is heing left too late. 1
do not intend to adopt the suggestion of the
Leader of the Opnosition, and expound only
on the conditions in my clectorate. Unfortun-
ately these are common to the wheathelt.
with the exeention of the northern portion.
No sertion of our great agricultural areas.
from Wongan Hills sonth to the extreme
south, has escaped this visitation.

The Premier: In varying degrees, of
eonrse.
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Mr. BOYLE:; I admit that, but the varia-
tions are so small as to be hardly discern-
ible.

The Premier: Some situations are hope-
less; others are far from being of that na-
ture.

Mr. BOYLE: The position depends upon
the type of soil on which the erops have been
sown. Some of the crops in light land in
the Narembeen district and south of Keller-
herrin - will give fairly good returns if
rain fFalls within the next few wecks. Thoey
will not produce hay but may perhaps pro.
duee three or tour bushels of wheat to the
acre. I doubt very much if the whole wheat-
belt of Western Australia will average more
than five bushels to the aeve this year. Prob-
ably not more than 10,000,000 or 12,000,000
bushels will be returned for the whole State.

The Premier: That will give us about 30
per cent, of the average crop.

Mr. BOYLE: From the total vield
4,000,000 bushels wilt be required for Seed.
Some farmers in the northern distriet hope
to get six-bag erops, but farms in the east-
ern and southern distriets can at the best
vield only light returns.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. ROYLE: T was referring to the feel-
ing prevalent in the country distriets that
the Government is moving too slowly. Tn
support of that suggestion, I noticed the
report in the “West Australian” of a mecting
of farmers at Mevredin, to whieh reference
was made by the member for Mount Mar-
shall (Mr. Warner). The farmers who
attended that meeting threatened to take
wheat out of the hins, The Minister for
Lands and the Premier, too, will bear in
mind that more than three weeks have
elapsed sinee the deputation from the Wheat-
growers’ Union asked for a definite reply
regarding the nse for starving stock of wheat
in bins, Evidently that veply has not been
fortheoming, and T take it that the men who
attended the Merredin meeting were imbued
with the sense of that law whieh iz older
than history—the law of necessity. On one
side in their distriet they sec flocks of sheep
with only a few weeks’ subsistence ahead of
them and, on the other hand, bins absolutely
erammed with wheat. I ask the Government
to let those farmers know, without further
delay, what is the intention regarding the
wheat in the hins. The fact that felegrams
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are sent by the Minister for Lands to the
Australian Wheat Board does not mean that
the wheat will be released nnder any condi-
tions other than those of purchase. Tt
must be borne in mind that the Australian
Wheat Board acts as the trustee for the
wheatgrowers of Australia as a whole, and
has no suthority to allow wheat to leave the
bins unless it is sold and the resultant money
eredited to the pool. That course is en-
Joined upon the board by Statutory Rule 98,
under which it is operating. I say empha-
tically that it is of little use for the Govern-
ment or the Mimister for Lands to send tele-
grams to the Wheat Board seeking the re-
lease of wheat for starving stock. There is
only one way in which that wheat ¢an be
released, and that is by way of purehaso
from the trustces. Having that in mind, the
Merredin farmers who pgathered at their
meeting can surely be excused if they do not
appreeiate the niceties between Statutory
Rule 98 and the law of property and the
hundred and one other laws of similar effect.
They ean surely be excused if they are
more inclined to obey the law that necessity
docs know, the law of self-preservation. I
cannot understand the Government's atti-
tude. To me it seems extraordinary to find
such a position in this year of drought and
calamity during which the Government has
received advice, I take it, from Agricultural
Bank officials thronghout Western Australia,
In every portion of the agricultural areas
there are Agrienitural Bank managers and
advisers to the UGovernment. As I told the
House previously, this is a time when the
Government must make a definite announee.
ment, when there should be a state of
national cmergency declared with regard to
the agrienltural industry. I did think for a
while that the Industries Assistance Act
could be availed of and that Section 9, re-
lating to assistonce to settlers, could be in-
voked. On the other hand, that scetion lays
down that the Government can, by purchase,
provision or guarantee, render assistonce to
dvought-stricken farmers, but I realise that
means the building up of indebtedness. The
Industries Assistance Aet does not atlow for
any free distribution, or for gifts to anyone.
It sets out that a debt is created, and sam-
mary recovery can he effected under Section
51 of the Agricultural Bank Act out of the
next succeeding crop, which is a ridieulous
position.

Mr. Abbott: Why?
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Mr. BOYLE: Beeause it would be impos-
sible for any farmer, even with the advant-
age of a good season throughout the wheat-
helt next year, to face up to any added in-
terest bill under a statutory lien, or on
seasonal advances.

Mr. Abbott: But it would depend upon
the eircumstances of the particular former.

Mr. BOYLE: I quite follow that sugges-
tion. The circumstanees in which 7,000 of
these particular farmers find themselves are
desperate, and they are the men of whom I
speak, I will quote figures regarding some
farmers in Western Australia and am rather
impelled to that course by remarks made by
the member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. F.
C. L. Smith). That hon. member lives in
a farmer’s paradise at Nedlands. He re-
referred to a number of retired farmers,
with money, who had been taking up resi-
dence in his distriet. If those men have
money, they must have gone out of farming
beeanse they found it uncongenial. 1
remind the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe that one swallow does not make
a summer, and a few refired farmers with
money provide ne indication of the
prosperity or otherwise of the producers
who ure operating in the wheatbelt. As
the member for North Perth {Mr. Abbott)
interjected, that would not apply to every
farmer, and I hope it wilt not do so. Re-
lief measures will not apply to farmers
north of a line from VWongan Hills, in the
sections known as the North Midland and
the Wongan Hills districts. T have already
mentioned that most of the wheat and hay
this year will come from those areas. On
the other hand, to prove to the House that
the hulk of the farmers to-day, or at any
rate 90 per cent. of them, ¢annot stand any
further imposition or added deht burden, I
will direet the attention of the House to
Table No. 12 in the report of the Federal
Royal Commission on the wheat industry.
Therein they will find details regarding the
credit and debit balances of Western Aus-
tralian wheat farmers with the Asso-
ciated Banks alone. Dealing first with
the credit balances. the table shows that
in 1928, 4,721 farmers had credit bal-
ances totalling £661,354, representing an
average balance per farmer in West-
ern Australia of £140 1s. 9d., compared
with the Awustralio-wide average per
farmer of €194 14s. 1d. That was in the
prosperous year 1928, during the so-called
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prosperity deeade from 1920 to 1930. In
1933, or five years later, the eommission
found that of the Associated Banks' clients
there were 4,226 wheatprowers with a total
credit balance of £519,761, or £122 19s. 10d.
per farmer, as against the Australia-wide
average of £161 19s. 2d. Now let us come
to the debit side. 'These details refer to
men who do net go to Nedlands or any
other salubrious suburb, but who are work-
ing on the wheathelt to-day. The gentle-
men at Nedlands are not carrying out
farming operations. The men on the whealt-
belt to-day are those who are undertaking
that task. The Federal Commission found
that 3,017 wheatgrowers with the Asso-
cinted Bauks had a total dehit balanece in
the form of overdrafts or mortgages of
£3,591,461, or an average of £1,799 12s, 84.
as against an  Australia-wide average of
£1,196 16s. 3d. That was in the years of
prusperity, in that glorious golden age be-
tween 1920 and 1930,

Mr. Hughes: What was the value of the
assets ?

Mr. BOYLE: I will tell the hon. member,
through you, Mr. Deputy Speaker,

Mr. Hughes: Give us the value of the
assets on which those overdrafts were
secured.

The DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The member
for Avon had better address his remarks to
the Chair and refrain from taking notice of
interjeetions.

Mr. BOYLE: I said I wounld give the hon.
member the information through you, Mr.
Deputy Spesker. In 1933, or during three
vears at the ineeption of the depres-
ston period in Western Austrahia, there
were with the Associated Banks 3,509
formers with an aggregate debit balance of
£8,391,039. The average debt per farmer
was £2,301 5s. 9d. as against the Australian-
wide average debit balance of £1,642, 8d. 2d.
From 1928 those mwen had built np a debit
halance amounting to £8,391,03%, or an
average of £2391 5s. 9d. The men were
owing that amount to the Associated Banks
against the miserable eredit balance they
enjoyed of £319,761. T will explain later
on that even that is not real; it is illusory.
I propose to tell the Honse this: These men
with eredit halances with the Assoeiated
Banks representing a miserable £122 each,
would largely be clients of the Agricultural
Bank of Western Australia with possibly
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an average debit of £2,000 per farmer. The
Agrienltural Bank is not a trading bank
but a mortgage bank, and therefore it does
not hold credit balanees for its clients.

The Minister for Lands: Nor does it hold
them for its own use.

Mr. BOYLE: I would not say thai. 1
suppose the Agricultural Bank eould he
regarded as having the best backing in
Australia, seeing that it has the Treasury
behind it.

The Minister for Lands: But il cannot
make nse of the money as the otler institu-
tions ean.

Mr. BOYLE: Possibly not; I am not
making that point. I have examined the
position. Out of 25,000 bills of sale regis-
tered normally in Wostern Australia, in the
wheatbelt alone out of 9,000 wheatgrowers
over 8,000 have bills of sale registered to
enable them to carry on, That means there
are 8,000 temporary mortgages registered
against farmers to enable them to continue
operations. It is utterly hopeless to expeet
those men, during this period of travail and
ealamity, to allow their debit balances to
be further increased. It is impossible; the
men will not stand it. It is useless to minee
words in that regard. The Government
must face the poszition that some form of
cmergency legislation will have to he intro-
duced to deal with the situation. I cannot
understand the Government adopting the
attitude it did regarding the invitation from
Mr, Cameron. I understand that invitation
was received yesterday. That was an in-
vitation to the Government of Western
Anstralia fo send its Minister for Agricul-
ture to Melbourne to eonfer with Mr. Cam-
eron.

The Premier: A few days' notice. What
a fair thing that was! The Federal Gov-
ernment appears to think that we should
drop our gunsg, leave important matters and
rush to the Eastern States.

Mr. BOYLE: What a shocking admis-
sion for the Premier to make!l

Mr. Hughes: Why does not Mr. Cam-
eron do the job himselfY Can he not do
it?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Avon must address the Chair. I ean-
not have constant interjections.

Mr. BOYLE: The first tesponsihility
rests with the Government of Western Aus-
tralia. The Western Australian Government
is a sovereign institutlon as far as agri-
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cultuve is econcerned. It has the control of
these commodities in its own hands. It has
all Jaws relating to the matter in its hands,
Mr. Cameron made it clear, aceording to the
Press report, that the conference was be-
ing called to enable him to confer with the
Minister for Agrieulture in the four wheat
exporting States in Australia.

The Premier: To ascertain the position.

Mr. BOYLE: And to provide chaff and
stores for the farmers.

The Minister for Lands: That is a lot
more than he told us.

Mr. BOYLE: I refer to the “West
Australian’s” message trom Melbourne. I
am surprised to learn that the Press report
from Melbourne is different from the mes-
sage received by the (Government,

The Minister for Lands: I will read the
one we received.

Mr. BOYLE: I shall be glad to hear it.
As far as leaving other matters in order fo
go to the Eastern States at such short
notice—

The Premier; Do not you think the Minis-
ter for Lands has a big job to attend to right
here in the next three or four days?

Mr. BOYLE: I thiok the Minister for
Lands has a big job to aitend to at any
time.

The Premier: That is not the answer. Do
not you think the Minister has a big job to
do here?

Mr. BOYLE: 1 think the Minister would
be better employed attending that confer-
ence in Melbourne, as suggested by Mr. Cam-
eron. We have been told that the Minister for
Lands sent telegrams to the Wheat Board
and the Federal Government and I regard
Mr. Camcron's message as a response to the
5.0.8. request that came from Western Aus-
tralia. If the Minister desired to go to Mel-
bourne, I am sure the House would facilitate
his doing so. Tt would not be too muech for
the House to adjowrn for a week to enable
him to go.

The Premier: It is not the House but the
husiness of the countrv we must attend to
first.

Mr. BOYLE: There will be very little
hn<iness in this country to attend to if the
agrienltoral industry goes west.

The Premier: Keep on the track. I you
wore on the railwavs vou would get the
saeck.

Mr. BOYLE: T notice that the Premier
retired quickly from the railways.

851

The Minister for Mines: The country
wanted him for a more important job.

Mr. BOYLE: e did not wait for his
pension rights,

The Minister for Mines: He was & leader
on the railways and he is a leader here.

My, BOYLE: The Premier always had
rails to guide him when he was in the Rail-
way Department. If he has any to guide him
now he certainly gets off them now and then.

The Premier: There are lots of people who
have rails to guide them but who get into
trouble.

Mr. BOYLE: I urge upon the Govern-
ment again, and I cannot gver-emphasise the
matter——

The Minister for Lands: Before you leave
the matter of Mr. Cameron’s message, I wish
you wounld elucidate your statement that the
Government is avoiding its responsibility.

Mr. BOYLE: If no represcntative from
Western Australia attends the conference in
Melbourne on Friday, the Government will
have evaded its responsibility.

The Minister for Lands: That is delib-
crate misrepresentation.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 1
ask members on the Ministerial bench to keep
order, The member for Aven will please
address the Chair.

Mr. BOYLE: I am endeavouring to do
50.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I remind hon,
members that they must cease interjecting.

My, BOYLE: I eannot understand where
the telegram which appeared in the “West
Australian” to-day oviginated.  That tele-
gram definitely sets ont the matters that are
to be discussed, yet we are told by the Min-
ister for Lands that no telegram couched in
sich terms has reached the Government.
Where on carth did the newspaper rounds-
man in Melbourne obtain his information?
Reverting to the assistance that will have to
be given to farmers, and the neceessity for
keeping that assistance in a watertight com-
partment so as not to involve the two points
of interest and repayment of capital, I again
nuote from the Royal Commission’s reporl.
That report is enevelonaedie in so far as it
appears to bhave sifted the industry as it has
never heen sifted hefore. On poge 251 we
find the following :(—

Apart from Lahour, the intereat on hor-
rowed eapital is the Targest single item in the
costs of the average wheatgrower,
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On page 234 appears the following:—

Overshadowing all other faetors which in-
fluence the economic strength of the wheat in-
dustry atands the debt structure, the readjust-
ment of which is unaveidable. The Commis-
sion has been foreced to the realisation that
under present conditions of coats and prices
a large number of wheatgrowers are becoming
more and more involved financially and more
and more desperate as to the future, and that
the minimum necessity is such action by the
industry and by the nation as will provide
efficient farmers with & reasonable seeurity of
tenure within the industry which gives them
work in which they are skilled.

There is no need for me further to stress
the fact that whatever assistance is given to
farmers and wheatgrowers must not entail
the payment of interest or the repayment
of further capital sums.

Mr. Cross: You want an absolute gift!

Myr. BOYLE: Yes. The member for Can-
ning (Mr. Cross) has had a brain wave.
We want an absolute gift but it will be a
gift not so much to the farmers of Western
Australia as to the State as a whole, It
must be made in order to keep the
wheat industry on its feet, An average of
£600,000 a year is paid to the Railway De-
partment in freight by that industry. I am
afraid that more than merely hundreds of
thousands of pounds will be required to
relieve the desperate situation of the farm-
ers. A tremendous sum will be involved.
I would only be guessing if I mentioned
any amount, Whatever sum is neecessary,
however, must be raised. These men must
know immediately the measure of reliaf
that will be aecorded them. The Premier
has said that no farmer will be allowed to
want. He told us three weeks ago that not
a sheep would. be allowed to perish.

The Premier: No, I did not! How caa
people keep all their sheep alive in a time
of drought? Some must necessarily perish
if the drought continues.

Mr. BOYLE: We will assume that some
of them in the natural order of things will
perish. T am speaking broadly. I heard
the Premier say that sheep would not be
allowed to perish. Tt is no use the Premier
knowing that the flocks will not be allowel
to disappear. It is little use our knowing
it if the men in the back eountry de not
know it. They are the men who waunt to
know and that is what is behind this mo-
tion. We think a definite statement from
the Government to the farmers is urgently
required. I do not insinuate that the Gov-
crnment is not alive to the ealamity that
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has oceurred but I wish to give instances
to indicate that other people do not seem to
be in the same state of mind. I had a tele-
phone eall from one of my constituents n
the Kellerberrin distriet who wanted to shift
3,000 sheep from Kellerberrin to the salt-
bush outside Bullfinch. That necessitated
the temporary construction of two miles of
pipeline from the head of the pipe at Bull-
fineh to that particular area. 1 was told by
the Public Works Department that it woul.d
cost £500 to put down the line and that the
man would have to pay 10s. per 1,000 gal-
lons for the water. What an utter lack of
co-ordination!  There is an instance in
which & man in extremis seeks aid and re-
ceives the same treatment as would be ac-
corded to an ordinary applicant for a
water supply! There appears to be no co-
ordination whatever.

When 1 was at Kellerberrin the other
day I read a letter from the Under Secre-
tary for Public Works to the Kellerberrin
Road Board. I presume the Minister knows
all about it. The letter stated that there
must be a curtailment of water used in the
district other than that supplied for agrienl-
tural and mining purposes. Those were the
ouly two exceptions. I would not disagree
with the desire of the Minister to conserve
water that would be used on public parks,
regretfable as that might be; but I find that
the stand pipes are being removed further
north, that men are not to be allowed to
draw water from the stand pipes and cart
it awny. Yet, according to the “West Aus-
tralian” of yestorday's date, the people of
the metropolitan area are assured of a full
water supply. In a “News and Notes” item
in the “West Australian” people were in-
formed that whatever curtailment of water
supply there might be elsewhere, they need
not worry as the restrietions would not
apply to the metropolitan area. Apparently
the decision made known in & circular from
the Public Works Department that a eur-
tailment of water supply for the agricul-
tural areas was to be effected will be car-
ried out. In the letter signed by the Under
Secrctary for Water Supply it was plainly
stated that agrieultural and mining require-
ments would be met. I think that was an
extremely commendable attifude for the
department to adopt, but right on top of
that came the notiece that the stand-pipes
were not to be drawn upon. The Barbalin
people have been told to curtail ther
drawings on the water supply. The State
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spent  £G5,000 about three years ago
to connect the Barbalin scheme with the
water main at the No, 4 pump and I heard
recently that 180,000 gallons a day were
being pumped from the No. 4 pump to the
Barbalin dam, Yet those people have been
told they must cuartail their use of water.
Water is just as important as feed for
livestock. [ hope the Minister for Works
will assure the HHouse that the statement
that the metropolitan water supplies will
not be interfered with is wrong.

The Minister for Works: It is quite
right.
Mr. BOYLE: Of course it is! The Gov-

ernment has built the Canning Dam and T
do not think any member on this side of the
House is opposed to that. The dam has at
present 8,800,000,000 gallons of water. The
result is that we shall have the spectacle of
lawns, parks and gardens in the metropolitan
area being kept up to concert pitch while the
countryside is depopulated. That is what
will happen.

The Premier: We have to connect np the
two.

Mr, BOYLE: On the 30th June next.
That is when it will be connected. Why
not take a little chance now with the Mun-
daring scheme m which is impounded
2,200,000,000 gallons of water, and has a
draw of 3,500,000 gallons a day?

The Minister for Works: There is an
abundant supply in the one case and a
limited sapply in the other.

The Premier: We do not want to waste
it.

The Minister for Works: There is one
year's supply at Mundaring, if you are so
tull of information.

Mr. BOYLE: I am not so foll of in-
formation that I mind having my store
added to. The Minister for Works says
that the supply of water to the people of
the metropolitan area will not be restrieted.
Why not extend that privilege to the people
along the goldfields main so that water will
be available for their stock and for them-
selves? That scheme means more to the
farmers along the goldfields main than any
lawns, parks or gardens in Perth can mean
to the State.

The Premier: You do not mean {hat
human beings are in danger of dying from
lack of water?

Mr. BOYLE: No, but human beings will
be inconvenienced if the water supply is

853

rigidly curtailed. The suggestion is to eut
down the country supply by 40 per cent.

The Minister for Works: Do not you
understand that there are two different
sources of supply?

Mr. BOYLE: The Premier says the two
reservoirs—Canning and Mundaring—are to
be linked. I read that the work was to be
started immediately and finished in March
next.

The Premier: There is a war on and that
has interfered.

Mr. BOYLE: There will he something
more serious than a war loeally. There is
a danger of our having to re-settle the whole
of that country, When the Premier finds
his revenue from those areas diminishing,
he will be an extremely worried man. I
urge the Government to make an early
statement of its proposals, Let the men and
women in those areas know what the Gov-
ernment proposes to do. Three weeks have
passed, and what we have heen told pub-
liely is that the price of chaff has been fixed
at £8 10s. a ton on a 253, freight basis. We
do not know how much of that ehaff will
find its way to the people who neced if. We
do not know what wheat will be available
from the bing. We do not know what seed
and super supplies will be assured to those
farmers next year. We do not know
whether the stock can be railed away at re-
duced freights. One man applied to send
his sheep to a more favoured area and was
told that he must pay foll freight both
ways.

The Premier: Who told him that?

“Mr. BOYLE: The Railway Department.
I suppose the Premier will say that the
deparvtment is wrong, too.

The Premier: The individnal who made
that statement was wrong.

Mr. BOYLE: The Government shonld
make a statement of its proposals. It will
not find anvone on this side of the House
who is not prepared to assist 100 per cent.
Why leave us in the air? Why leave us to
go to our constituents and tell them that
the Minister for Lands is sending telegrams
to the Wheat Board or that the priece of
chaff is fixed at £8 10s. a ton in Perth¥ If
I am any judge, there has been a great denl
of recticenee, and I think that in the
public intevests it should not be so.

The Minister for Lands: You said early
in your speech that you would make help-
[nl suggestions.
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Mr. BOYLE: I have made them.

Mr. Cross: What ave they?

AMr. BOYLE: We had an opportunity fo
send a representative to a conference to be
opened in Melbourne on Friday.

The Premier: He would bave had to
leave by train to-day. .

Mr. BOYLE: He eould leave by plane
to-morrow.

The Minister for Lands: As Hall Caine
sald, it does not matter if a wife is left a
widow.

Mr. BOYLE: I hope the Minister is not
impugning the efficiency of our national
airways service.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no-
thing in the motion ahout the national aiv-
ways.

Mr. BOYLE: That is so, and I regret
that the Minister mentioned it. I appeal
to the Government to make a statement.
I hope the Minister for Lands will address
the Ilouse to-night and will define Lhe posi-
fion. I am aware that the Minister has
not been idle during the last three wecks;
he has called conference after eonference.
But the position is hecoming more serious
daily. There are people who are desperale
enough perhaps to take wheat foreibly
from the Dbins—a most regrettable thing.

The Premier: Do not incite them.

AMr. BOYLE: They do not need any in-
citement from me. 1 am telling the House
what is publie property; a report has heen
published in the Press to-day. I vegret
that such a thing happened, and I hope the
redponsibility for anything of the kind
will not he attributed to the dilatoriness of
the Government in stating the measures to
be taken and announcing how scon they
will be taken.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.7]: As one
of thosc who took part in the reeent tour
by members of the Country Party, I feel
called upon to say a few words, but if I
were not actnated hy that motive, I certainly
would have been moved by the statement
Jjust made by the Premier with regard to the
conference to take place in Melbourne on
Friday. It is well known that a few weeks
ago a eonference of members of the Aus-
tralian Council of Agriculture was called
and this State, for some reason or other, was
represented by a Minister who had no know-
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ledge whatever of the matters under diseus-
sion. That was no fault of the Minister;
his departments were coneerned with other
activities.

The Premier: But he did know about the
1 roposals.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister for
Lands was the only Minister who should
have attended, and it was a most regrettable
fact that he did not attend on that oceasion.

The Premier: Very regrettable seeing that
he was i1l in bed for four or five days.

Mr., SEWARD: He was not in bed when
the representative of this State was chosen.
I regret that he was taken ill subsequently
and that in any circumstances he could not
have attended the conference, but that does
not overceme the faet that the Governmeut
did not choose the Xinister for Lands
to represent the Stale at that conference.
During the debate it was asked by way of
interjoction, “Why has the conference for
Friday hbeen called at such notice?' I
would support the Government on every
eceasion when this Btate is not given
adequate notice of conferences to be held in
the east. 1t is not fair to the representative
of this State to be called upon to grab his
hat and coat and go cast at such short
notice. But this conference is being held be-
cause the Minister for Commeree has called
it at the carliest possible moment after the
results of the Federal clections were known.

The Minister for Mines: Are they known?

Mr. BEWARD: As regards the Minister
for Commeree, yes.

My, Necdham: They are not known yet.

Mr. SEWARD: Thus the Minister for
Commeree, in ecalling the conference for
Friday next, bas shown that he is alive fo
the desperate position of the agrieultural in-
dustry in the varions States. e has sum-
moned a conference of State Ministers to
mect him.

The Minister for Lands: Well, I am not
flying east.

Mr. SEWARD: If we could take a holiday
last weck, then I say—without any autherity
to speak for this party—that my leader
would be only teo ready to agree to an ad-
journment of the House over next week if
that was the only thing necessary to enable
the Minister for Lands to attend the con-
ference.

The Minister for Lands: Speaking for
myself T had no holiday last week,
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Mr, SEWARD: I am not suggesting
otherwise; I am merely stating that the Gov-
crnment saw fit to adjourn the House over
lust week for something that I consider was
no concern of the Government’s, namely the
Federal elections, whereas the welfare of the
agricaltural industry is the greatest coneern
of the Government. I know that the Min-
ister Tor Lands is a hard working man, and
if it were possible for him to get away only
by our adjourning the House, the House
~hould be adjourned to enahble him to attend
the conterence.

The Premier: We have not had to do that
vet; the Leader of the Opposition has al-
wavs been most eourteons in that regard.

Mr. SEWARD: T shall not repeat the
many statements made about the desperate
pesition in the eountry. TUnfortunately we
are all perfeetly well aware of it. 1 was in
what may be termed one of the more
favoured parts of the State as regards rain-
fall, namely the ares between York and
Tawhellup and eastward to Lake Grace and
INondinin. The position is very desperate in-
deeil. In no distriet where we called eonld
the settlers assure ns that they could carry
their sheep during the coming season. We
know what will happen if, after the shear-
ing, sheeps ave rushed into the marvket. They
are heiiyer sent in now, as has heen stated
hy vartous speakers. The market will tumble
down until a position is reached when sheep
cannot he given away., A snggestion has
Iwen made that some of the sheep should be
Lilled. 1 ean imagine inhabitants of the
(Clavemont Asylum making a suggestion of
that kind.

The Premier: Who made the suggestion?

Mr. SEWARD: I am not saying that the
Government did; it was made in the Press.
T want to assist to save some of those sheep.
In view of the need for stocking up in the
pastoral areas, if we have also the addi-
tional need to stock the agrienltural areas
when the rains come, we may find ourselves
in a very serious position. Steps should be
taken immediately to probhibit any potential
breeding ewes from being sent to the fat
stock market. No ewe should be slaugh-
tered if it ean be saved; wethers only
should be marketed. I eommend this sug-
gestion to the Minister in order that our
flocks of cwes might be preserved. As to
the means for doing that, we could of course
send fodder into the various distriets to
feed the sheep, but unfortunately we can-

835

not convey water there and the water is the
greatest problem of all. Right through the
Great Southern arcas, on a trip of 700
miles, we did not see one dam that was full
of water. The highest was about three-
quarters full. XNone of those settlers esti-
mates that he can earry on at all after
Christmas with the present supplies of
water. There iy o large traet of country—I
do not know it very well—west of the Mid-
land line from about Watheroo right up
to Dongarra., In that portion of the coun-
try there is a lot of sandplain, to which the
farmers along the Midland Railway send
their sheep during the summer months.
The object I have in view in mentioning the
matter is this: I know that water is obtain-
able at very shallow levels throughout that
country.

Mr. Patrick: Tt is very poor country.

Mr. SEWARD: I know that. I merely
offer this as a suggestion for preventing
the killing of shcep. When those sheep arc
branded, they might be sent out into that
distriet. There they would have a certain
amount of serub feed, and some wheat
could be sent into the distriet for supple-
mentary feeding. It is costly to truck water
and feed long distances, but there the wheat
is available in bins fairly close to the ares,
and a certain amount of that wheat might
be taken, with ronghage added, to the sheep.
Then, if water is available, many thousands
of sheep ean be saved to Western Anstra-
lia. The Minister says he wants sugges-
tions, and I offer that suggestion.

Now I wish to review briefly the agree-
ment which has heen entered into regarding
the price of chaff. I may be wrong in my
conclusions, but I have to rely on the re-
port which appeared in the “West Austra-
lian" of the 19th of the month. As an out-
come of the eonference, the price of chaff
has been fixed at £8 10s, per ton on rail
at Perth, where the rail freight does not
exceed 20s. per ton. That, by the way,
would apply to a siding 318 miles from
Perth; so that in all those eases where the
rail distance is less than 318 miles from
Perth, the difference between the actnal
freight charged per ton and the £1 5s. per
ton should be added to the £4 5s. per ton
which the grower is to receive. That in-
formation, I think, is contained in the
article. I think the price of £8 10s, per ton
in the stack will apply to all Western Aus-
tralian hay,
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The Minister for Lands: Not in the stack.

Mr, SEWARD: No; £8 10s. on rails
Perth. Thkat will apply to all the hay cut
this season,

The Premier: That has not been stated,
though.

Mr. SEWARD: I am glad to have that
admission from the Premier.

The Premier: That is not an admission;
it is a statement of fact.

Mr. SEWARD: Well, a statement of
faet. It does not apply to the whole of
the hay cut this season. I regard it as an
important matier, because of a case brought
under my notice only a few days ago where
the price of chaff had been fixed at £7 or
£7 3s.—it does not really matter.

The Premier: The price of super was
brought down by 4s. per ton, you know.

Mr. SEWARD: I am speaking about
chaff. One thing at a time iz quite suffi-
cient for me to deal with. This particular
farmer was waited on by a chaff buyer and
offered £3 10s. in the stack for his hay.
Chaff, as I say, was then £7 or £7 53. The
farmer sold that stack of hay. To the best
of my knowledge and belief, that stack of
bay is still in his paddock, but within a
fortnight of his selling it chaff had risen
another 10s. per ton. Tf that kind of thing
is to go on, very little echaff will be eut in
this eountry.

The Minister for Lands: The merchants
arc going to be restricted to 10s. per ton
profit, and any return of their sales must
show a spread of three weeks.

Mr. SEWARD: We chall see as we
go on. T am glad to have that admis-
sion also. T think there will be a lot of
faked returns coming in. The trouble 1s
that we have to come here in order to drag
this informaticen out.

The Minister for Lands: Rot!

Mr. SEWARD: It is not rot. If the
Minister will just contain himself for a few
minutes, I will prove to him that it is not
rot.

The Minister for Lands: I will not listen
to that rot.

Mr. SEWARD: Why did Mr. Patrick
have to reply to a letter in the Press stat-
ing that the farmer had been offered £2 5s.
for his hay? The Minister does not know
everything that happens in this eountry.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member should address himself {o the
Chaiy.

Mr. SEWARD: I am looking at you all
the time, Sir. This man sald his stack of hay
at £3 10s. per ton in the stack, when the
price of wheat had been fixed; but the
price has been put up 10s. per ton since he
sold his hay, and the buyer will be the
only one to benefit. If he sells on the new
basis of £8 10s., he will have a nice profit
of 10s. per tan on that stack of hay. No
wonder the grower begins to think he is
not getting quite a fair deal! Under the
agrecment, which I take from the *‘West
Australian,’’ 1 notice the merchants are
allowed £3—or not exactly the mer-
chants, but an allowance of £3 per ton-
has been made to cover the cost of cutting
up, bagging, cartage to railway, and also,
I presume, commission and further etceteras,
T am very anxions to know what the
eteeteras come to. In reviewing the figures
[ find that cutting costs about 10s. per ton.
Bags, I believe, at the present time are
worth 13s. per dozen. Allowing 22 bags
to the ton, the cost is 245. per ton for bags.
Carting is 1s. per mile. Allowing five
miles from the farm to the siding means 5s.
per ton for carting. That totals £1 19s.

per ton. For agents’ commission I allow
5s. per ton. That means charges of £2 4s.
per ton. There is another 16s., represent-

ing the cteeteras. I would like the Minis-
ter to explain what thig 16s. is for. I think
the Minister interjected that agents were
to get a commission of 10s. per ton.

The Minister for Lands: That has been
published for a fortnight.

‘Mr, SEWARD: T have aillowed 5s. per
ton.

The Minister for Lands: You did not
have to come here to drag that out.

Mr. SEWARD: Noj; but I am giving the
Minister a little information if he will be
paticat. The reason that I allowed 5s. per
ton is that that has been the ruling rate
in my distriet for some years. Last year an
agent eame down there and expressed him-
self content with a eommission of 2s. 6d.
per ton, In allowing the agents an extra
7s. 6d. per ton I think the Minister has

treated them very <well. This was
when the agents were all competing
for c¢haff. They were then prepared

to do it at 5s. per ton. But there
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is no competition to-day. A pool has been
formed, and there is only one buyer, and
if the farmer does not like to accept the
price the buyer offers him, he does not sell
his wheat, because he has no one else to
go to.

Mr. Hughes: That is orderly marketing.

My. SEWARD: Yes, very orderly for the
agent. If the farmer does nmot aecept the
price offered by the agent, he has no alter-
native. T say that because in many distriets
there is no chaff-cutter. There are chaff-
eutters in Northam and York, and in other
large cutting areas; but in many other areas
there is no chaff-cutter. The chaff-
cutter coneerned is in the hands of
the merchant. Therefore, if he does
not buy sufficient chaff in a distriet,
no chaff-entter goes there, and of eourse the
farmer will not be able to sell his hay.
That is the trouble facing the grower in the
country distriets. He is quite agreeable
to acecept the price of £8 10s. to the
consumer, which he regards as fair.
The grower is supposed to get £4 B5s.
per ton. I have not heard of the
grower being offered that price per ton. I
have heard of a few offers, but there has not
been one as high as that, T wish to point
out to the Minister that £4 5s. in Pingelly,
even if offered, is not the proper price, be-
cause the rail freight from Pingelly is only
15s. per ton. Therefore the grower shounld
reccive another 10s., or s total of £4 15s,
per ton on the hasis of the proposed agree-
ment. But that price bas not been offered
him. The merchant can offer anything—£2,
or £2 10s.—and if the grower does not take
it, that is the end of the matter. T suggest
to the Minister that if the Agrienltural Bank
inspectors were commissioned to go out and
inspeet growing erops and make the fhrmers
offers for them as they are growing—if a
crop s full of weeds the inspector wonld
make a reduetion, but there would not be
too many of such crops— the effeet wonld
be highly satisfactory. The inspector could
make the grower an offer to ent the hay at
s0 much per ton. Then the merchant counld
come along and do the cutting-up in return
for the eommission of 10s. In that event
the Government would get far more hay than
otherwize. Two weeks ago T was shown 250
aeres of Dondee wheat. Tt would not nav
anvone to take a chaff-eutter ont to ent
that. hut a haling machine eonld he sent ont.
Agrienltnrtal Bank inspectors know the

crops, and they could get far more hay for
the Government than would be obtainable
under this other arrangement.

The only other matter I wish to refer to
at the moment is one I mentioned on the
Address-in-reply. I took the Minister up
on a statement he made that there was room
for unlimited expansion in the export of
pig meat from this State. I queried that at
the time, and we had some very bitter com-
plaints made during our trip of last week
by men who have been sending in pig meat
to the markets and have had to accept £1
per pig less than they got about a month
earlier. That, of course, is due to the lack
of storage space in Western Australia. One
can only wish that the Government last year,
when it was asked to make more storage ac-
eommodation available, had reeccived that re-
quest a little more favourably. It is no usc
rushing in and urging farmers to go in for
pig meat or anything else unless they can
be assured of a market. There is no market
for pig meat now. Pigs are being rushed
in, and the farmers are meeting with great
disappointment through having their pigs
sold at fully £1 below what their value is.
With those few remarks I heartily support
the motion moved by the Leader of the Op-
position, nrging the Government to take im-
mediate steps to deal with the serious posi-
tion now existing in Western Australia.
When onr tour was made the rain which
fell last week in parts of the State had not
vet fallen. Tt will he a godsend where it
fell. TInfortunately in many of the places
we visited very little of that rain had heen
received. That urgent end rapid action is
necessary has, T think, been proved hy mem-
bers whoe have spoken to the motion.

MR. BEBRRY (Irwin-Moore) [8.297: I
wish to associate myvself with the motion,
more particularly as T realizse that even
though a Iarge proportion of my district is
better favoured than other districts, the
remaining portion is suffering just as
severely as is the wheathelt. The en.
tire season has been a tragedy. It started
off with bad lambing results. The rains
were late coming in, and in great parts of
the country did not econtinue at all after the
initial ontburst. The rainfall figures were
given hy the Leader of the Opposition. [
do not wish to go over ground that haw
already been covered so ably by members
of the Country Party. I am aware that
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they made a tour of the country and saw
its state. Seeing it with one’s own eyes
creates a feeling of pathetic sympathy for the
people who are in dire trouble there. I wish
to support one or {wo of the statements made
by the memhber for Avon (Mr. Boyle),
partienlarly his  statement about the
deputation from the Wheat Growers’
Tnion that called at Darliament House
some little time age. T think the
member for Avon said it was three
weeks ago; actually, it is moere, I think it
was on the 22nd of last month. Even yct
those farmers have not been told what is
going to he done. T agree with the state-
ment by the member for Avon that the Pre-
mier gave the deputation an assurance that
the sheep would not suffer,

The Premier: I did not say that.
can people prevent a drought?

My, BERRY: That was the impression I
gnined frem what the Premier said.

The Premier: How can we prevent a
drought?

Mr. BERRY: Australia will have to take
nction to save the sheep, drovght or no
drought. It is a national matter. We are
sending our sons away to fight for us and
fur our national assets. Are we to let those
assets just die in the bush, elose to bins full
of wheat that apparently has become weev-
ily? 'That is why the Merredin people are
making a fuss. They are not going to stand
by and watech their sheep die while there
are bins full of weevily wheat, or so it is re-
ported to ns. I cannot myself definitely
uvsert thet the wheat is weevily, but from
reports I have received in the city I defin-
itely belicve that to be a fact. We all know
and admit that the state of affairs is seri-
ous, yvet for u whole month we have not
brought forward one conerete proposal to
rectify the position. By notice I asked cer-
tain questions today. Some of us who have
¢rops are more fortunate than others; bus
we want to know where to get hinders to
take these crops off. We do not know, anl
apparently we are not going to be
told. That applies generally. We can-
net allow our sheep to die. IHow can
we replace them? Where is the State's
revenue to come from if our assets
disappear? I know very well what is bloek-
ing the assistance to the farmers,
It iz the question of “sound finanee™ again;
“gsound finance” which reecently at a meet-
ing in Perth said it was better to allow

How
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the sheep to die than to feed and maintain
them! But not ene word was mentioned
about the debts on these sheep. Ave these
debts to die with the sheep? ¥Farmers have
heen counselled o destroy their sheep, but
are they to carry the debt on the sheep so
destroyed, pay interest on it, and then buy
other shecp under bill of sale, thus ineur-
ring an additional debt on which they will
have to pay more interest? The whole
thing is rvidiculous. It is time we took the
matter in hand and dealt with farmers’
debts effectively. 1 am not going to use
Lhe hackneved expression that money ean he
found for war; we have heard that too often,
but the fime has arrived when we should
take immediale action to econserve this
national asset, private bank or no private
hank. I know how difficult the problem is
for the Government, but it must be faced,
We must approach the Federal Government
for meney to save our sheep, not only tor
the sake of Western Australia bat for the
whole of Australia.

A suggestion was made to me today that
perhaps the situation could be relieved in
a small way hy sending the sheep to Wynd-
ham for eanning or elsewherc in the North
for grazing rather than allow them to die.
I have no doubt the Minister is alive to such
a suggestion and as to whether there is any
possibility in that connection. I am told
by a station-owner in the North-West that
his run is  well grassed and  well
watered, but unstocked. How far that
opens up an avenue of possibility I do not
know, but I feel sure that the Royal Com-
missioner inquiring into the pastoral in-
dustry can furnish figures, and it would be
worth while for the (fovernment to take
action as early as possible if only to save
our ewes, It would be better to send them
to the north than allow them to die in the
wheathelt, where thev eonld not be replaced
for years.

The member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward)
brought something to my mind, He said
that we had coastal strips in Western Aus-
tralia. I am interested in them, but more
from a fishing than from a pastoral point
of view, T ean assure members that there
are people at Safety Bay who are running
sheep right on the coast. The sheep have
been there for quite a while, perhaps a yenr,
and are being grazed in the open, hut
within fenced land. As far as I ean as
certain, there is no poison or any plant
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there deleterious to stoek. I know there is the
yuestion of “ecoustiness” to be considered,
bul this can be overcome, There is abund-
ance of water to be had at a depth of six,
cight, or ten feet, Ii ean be obtained even
on the beach at four feet and pumped in-
definitely without losing its level. As [ say,
there is a quantity of feed and water there,
50 why not turn the sheep on to that land?
They might as well die there as in the bush,
but at least they will have a sporting chance.
They will be given a better chance than
the hankers and insurance people would
give them, Those people only say, “Let the
sheep die” It might be better to allow u
few hankers and money lenders to die finan-
cially rather than lose our valuable stock.
The latter are hard to replace,

My, Lambert: Some politicians died poli-
tienlly a couple of days ago.

Mr. BERRY: If we allow these sheep to
die, I hope some local politicians will die
politically too—they will deserve 1it. If I
spenk much longer, T shall only be repeating
what the Country Party members have al-
ready said. I have not yet got over my
throat trouble and my voice is husky,
but I do express the hope that the Gov-
erpment—if it will not be represented at
the conference to be held next Friday—will
at least send a telegram saying, “Give us
ihe necessary money.” We must do every-
thing we possibly c¢an for our farmers
and theiv  stock, They cannot be ex-
pecled to carry on their operations under
their present load of debt. As a matter of
faet, it is ridiculéus to ask farmers: to
carry on their holdings to-day when they
are’ so  heavily encumbered, and now
that this forther disaster has overtaken
them I feel quite convinced, as I think one
of the previous speakers said, that unless
we take this business by the throat and
organise and do something practical and
speedy, we shall have an exodus from the
wheatbelt which will astound members.
There is no alternative to such an exodus,
If I were in the same position as some
furmers today, I would not wait a second,
hut would say, as some of these poor folk
must say, “It is no use earrying on, T must
g at onee.” I hope that when the Min-
ister speaks, as I feel sure he will, he
will inform us of the decision arrived at as
the result of various deliberations in the ety
recently, so that we ean send a message of
hope to our farmers by telling them that
something will be done speedily to ensure
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their remaining on their farms, and not
merely as debt-ridden people. With regard to
chaff, the position can only be advantageous
to the farmer if we decide to give him a fair
price for hay in the stack. 1 understand
that those farmers on a £1 freight basis are
to receive £4 5s. in the stack. I understand
also from an interview I had with Mx, White,
the Price Fixing Commissioner, that he is
attempting to fix the profits of the mer-
chants, 1f he suceeeds in fixing a
price for primary produets in that way, thus
preventing the farmer from being vxploited
by the middleman, then I think Mr. White
will have done the farmer another fine
service. We have battled unsuecessfully for
years to control the middleman. If that is
Mr. White’s intention, he definitely has
my backing. I gather also that there
is still hay in Western Australia which
has been purchased by merchants for
as little as £1 7s. 6d. a ton. Apparently
that hay has not yet been consumed. The
Price Fixing Commissioner beeame alive to
this fact; he obtained all the information in
detail and averaged the price that had been
paid at the difierent hay sales. He
then added £2 10s. per ton for working
expenses, plos £1 for freight and 10s. profit
to the ring merchant. In that way he
arvived at a priee of £7 Bs. per ton. That
is the position as I understand it. I econ-
gratulate Mr. White. The member for Pin-
gelly mentioned this, otherwise T should not
have referred to it. Anyone who will fix the
price to the middleman will do the primary
producer a tremendous service, a service that
we oursclves have attempted to render -for
years past. I must admit T am pleased that
we have taken no -action in this Chamher to
prevent Mr. White from doing what he has
done with regard to the price of hay and
to help the farmer.

I aeain exhort the Government to tackle
this drought problem. It is no use saying
that it is a Federal matter. If is our matter.
If we sit hinek and say, “Oh, it is a° Federal
matter,” then evervthing which is ineon-
venient to us will hecome a Federal
matter and be shelved indefinitely. It is
our duty to see that the Federal Govern-
ment faces np to its responsibilities. As T
said before, T hope our Government will
say to the Federal Government, “We require
a snm of money and we must have it debt
free to save not onlv the national assets of
Western Australia, but the national assets
of Australin.”
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MR. McDONALD {West Perth) |b.43):
We who sit in this part of the House appre-
ciate to the tull the gravity of the position
which coufronts a number of the agricul-
turaul arcas of our State. We share the an-
Xiety which has been expressed by members
who bhave spoken and which 1 know iy fell
by members of the (iovernment. 1 have lis
tened very attentively to the aceount of per-
sanul observations given to the House by
tembers who have spoken, and the reports
which we ourselves have reeeived and the
things which in some cases we have seen,
in those areas, indieates that the situation,
a8 the Minister for Lands of course knows,
requires extremely careful action if a good
deal of loss is not to be incurred by the
farmers and the State. I do not propose
to say more than this: that we are very
ready and indeed anxious to extend fo the
iovernment and other hon. members our
Fullest eo-operation in meeting the situa-
tion whieh has arisen in those areas. I do
not pretend to be able of my own personal
experience to contribute very much—indeed
[ do not propose to contribute anything—
in the wav of specifle sugpestions. The mat-
ter has had the eonsideration of the Minis-
ter for Tands and all members who repre-
sent farming arens. Members on this side
of the House have a full appreciation of the
sitnation confronting those areas and will
extend their fullest co-operation to any mea-
surcs the Government may bring forward to
relicve the position.

MRB. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie}
[8.461: T desire to associate myself with the
remarks of rome of the previous spenkers.
The excellent speeches made by certain of
our friends opposite have justified the motion
for the adjournment of the House and have
emphasised the unfortunate position of the
farmers, Tn my district, from the rabbit-
proof fence to Southern Cross, where the
Aericultural Bank has aver £1,000,000 in-
volved—or did have hefore the writing-down
and abandonment of a lot of those areas
took place—a pood deal could be done to
asaist the farmers. Apart from the purchase
of hay und other cereals the Government
could assist by permitting the utilisation of
the railways, if not free, at least at abso-
lute eost for the shifting of stock. It counld
utilise to a greater extent the goldficlds water
scheme fo supplement supplies as far as
Routhern Cross. T know very well there is
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a shortage of water at Mundaring Weir. As
the Minister for Works stated a short while
ago by way of interjection there is only one
year's supply in that catchment. Conse-
quently the position is serious, but
it is not so serious that necessary sup-
plies of water cannot be made avail-
able as a result of which farmers will be
assisted to earry on. I understand from a
statement made by the Commissioners of
the Agricultural Bank that it is absolutely
impossible to buy ehaff not only here but
also in the Eastern States. Apparently,
therefore, the situation is as bad in the
other Btates as it is in Western Australia.
The speeches made by members opposite and
the assurance given by the Leader of the
XNational Party (Mr. MeDonald) indicate
that all of us are fully alive to the very
serious position the farmers are facing to-
day, and that the fullest co-operation and
encourageinent will he given to the Govern-
ment in any step it may take to help the
farmers over this deplorable period.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [850]): 1
have bren very interested in the debate and
particularly in the statement that 7,000
farmers are net going to stand for the con-
tinuance of the present system. I think that
postulates the dawn of hope.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Tt is only a statement.

Mr. HUGTIES: Apparently the farming
community has reached the end of its tether
as an interest-producing institution. That
had io come. Ior vears the farming com-
munity has heen building up a debt strue.
ture and paying interest until the stage has
been seached when the payment of interest
is killing the industry. Whether a private
individual, » business or an institution of
any sort is coneerned, the moment interest
reachos & certain figure the individual or in-
stitution must die because of inability to
bear the load.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Then prices are in-
increased.

My, HUGHES: Will that remedy the
position? We would all like to give assist-
anee to the farming industry, hut whenee
is the assistance to come? Any help the
State gives to the farmers must come from
the rest of the citizens.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: The sky would be a
good place for it to eome from.
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Mr. HUGHES: That is so. I suppose the
sky produces the main element that keeps
the farming industry going.

The Minister for Lands: And pays the
interest.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, the sky provides the
water that pays the interest.

Me. Watts: The sky is the limit some-
times

Mr. HUGHES: The only assistance the
Government ean give must come from the
rest of the citizens of the State and a large
number of those eitizens arc in much the
same position as the farmers. We must not
lose sight of the fact that next Tuesday
petrol rationing will be instituted and a
large section of people in other parts of the
State will be seriously affected. Other sce-
tions ot the peeple will be badly in need of
financial assistance to esrry them over this
period.

What I could not understand about the
speech of the member for Avon (Mr. Boyle)
is that all he seemed to want was a state-
ment from the Minister in order that the
sheep would have water. I could not follow
how the sheep ecould drink a statement
from the Minister for Agriculture. I do
not see what assistance any statement the
Minister may make will give to those thirsty
sheep. If financial assistance is to be rend-
ered I ask hon. members who are rightly
pleading to this House for help for their
constituents where that assistance is to
come from. The member for Avon rightly
said that the farming community was not
in a position to bear any more debt strue-
ture, cither principal or interest. There-
fore anything in the nature of financial
assistance must be given on the elear under-
standing that neither is any interest to be
paid on it nor is there to be any repay-
ment of the prineipal. If that is so, the
rest of the State must borrow money on
which it must pay interest to give this
finaneial assistance to the farmers, and it
must also accept the responsibility for the
tepayment of the principal at a subsequent
date. I suggest to the representatives of
the farming constituencies that the vest
of the State is not in a position to aeccept
any more burden of debt in respect to
either prineipal or interest.

Mr. Seward: It is a pity you do not
apply that to secondary indmstries.
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Mr. HUGHES: The member for Avon
produced two sets of figures, On the one
hand he showed a number of farmers who
had credit balances. 1 should say they
were the poor farmers, not, as be appeared
to think, the rich farmers.

Mr. Boyle: I do not think anything of
the sort. I pointed that out.

My, HUGHES: On the other hand he
showed a larger number of farmers who
had debit balances at the bank. Obviously
those farmers with debit halanees, in order
to pget overdrafts from the banks, must
have lodged securities to the extent of
double the value of their overdrafts.

Mr., Watts: Not always. I know one
man who owes £19,000 on a segurity that
would not bring £16,000 if sold to-morrow.

Mr. HUGHES: We can rest assured that
in the main there is a good margin be-
tween the money advanced by the banks
on overdraft and the security of the assets
held against the overdrafts.

Mr. Watts: Theoretically, yes.

Mr. HUGHES: When the banks reach
the stage that the capitalised interest is
erhausting the margin between the value
of the security and the prineipal debt, they
step in and take possession.

Hon. C. . Latham: No, they do not.

Mr. HUGHES: I know that they do, and
that they are verv careful {o ensure that at
no staze does the total debt execed the mar-
ket value of the property. That is a funda-
mental of their banking principles.

Mr, Watts: That has not applied in the
last year or two.

Mr. Doney: They cannot stop deprecia-
tion of values.

Mr. HUGHES: The moment they detcct
a depreciation of values, they ask clients to
reduce their overdrafts.

Mr, Doney: The client simply does not
do it and remains on the farm,

Mr. HUGITES: When the clients cannot
do it, the banks take steps to protect them-
selves.

Mr. Doney: No, they do not. They would
if they could, but they cannot.

Mr. HUGHES: During the whole period
of the depression, I think I am safe in say-
ing that not one-tenth of one per cent. of
the principal money lent on first mortgage
throughout the length and breadth of Aus-
tralia was lost by depreciation.
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Hon, C. G. Latham: Are you referring
to the agricultural industry? One of the
principles of hanking is to spread the risk.

Mr. HUGHES: But the banks wateh
cach individual secarity.

Mr. Styants: They do not take much risk.

Alv. HUGHES: No, they always bave a
good margin.

My, MeDonald: 1t is net their money to
take the risk with, exeept a very small frae-
tion.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not agree with the
member for West Perth. If the hon. memn-
ber will look at the “Year Book™ he will
find that banks operating in Australia have
a large amount of shareholders’ capitel,
which was subscribed in the first place to
earey on the business. Further, he will find
ihat in the last 25 years, in addition to pay-
Ing dividends ranging from 14 per cent.
down 1o 8 per cent., they have built up in
reserves 2 sum almost equal te their orig-
inal subscribed capital, I think I am safe
in saying from memory that the Yokobama
Specic Bank—

Hon, C. G. Latham : That is not operating
in Perth.

Mr. HUGIHES: Tt is located in Sydney
and is earryving on business throughout Ans-
tralia.

Hon. C. Gi. Latham: Not here.

Mr. HUCGHES: It is financing frade
operations tLroughout Australia.

Hon, . G. Latham; That is better.

Mr. HUGHES: In 10 years that bank
built up in rescrves an amount equal to
the original subscribed capital and paid
dividends of over 10 per ¢ent throughout.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Did that bank lenl
money to farmers?

Mr. TIUGHES: It lent money wherever
il could trade.

Mr. MeDonald: What about the Primary
I'roducers’ Bank?

Mr. BUGHES:
doors.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why?

Mr. HUGHES: It entered the field late
and bronght in, speaking from memory
again, primary producers who persisted in
posing as bankers. What was the ultimate
result of the lignidation of that bank?
Aeccording to the last report, I believe it
was going to meet its commitments.

Hon. C. G. Latham: To its depositors.

Mr. HUGHES: That is the one instance
throughont the whole of the depressiou of
2 hank having failed.

That bank closed its
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Heon. C. G. Latham: Other banks failed;
one in Queensland.

Mr. HUGHES: The Primary Produeers’
Bank was a very small institution.

Mr. McDonald: Look at those that failed
in the ninecties.

Mr. HUGHES: If the hon. member
would only realise that this is the year
19401

Mr. MeDonald: If the hon. memhber
would only read history, he would know
more ahout it.

Mr. HCGHES: I could give the hon.
member some historical information about
the failure of banks,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the
hon. member intends to link up his remarks
with the motion.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, it all has to do with
the debt structure. There was a run on the
State Savings Bank of New South Wales.
Because certain people failed to come to
its aid the bank was foreed to suspeud pay-
ment., It had in cash about 2s in the
pound of the depositors’ money. There was
also a rup on the Western Australinn Sav-
ings Bank, which had 1s. 10d. in the pound
of its depositors’ money, or 2d. in the pound
less than had the savings bank in New
South Wales. The Commonwenlth Savings
Bank eame to the resene of the Western
Australian Bank, swallowed it, amd saved it
from default. The reason why the Com-
monwealth institution assisted the Western
Australian Bank, and allowed the New
South Wales Bank to default, was that the
autherities wished to diseredit the Premier
of New South Wales, but did not wish to
diseredit the Premier of Western Australia.

Hon, C. . Latham: You had better talk
about something von understand.

Mr. HUGHES: I was here on the spot.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And I happened to
be o member of the Government,

Mr. HUGHES: What did the hon. wem-
ber do with our savings bank?

Hon, C. (. Latham: To protect the de-
positors’ money we handed it over to the
Commonwealth Bank for a fixed period.

Mr. HUGHESR: And so the hon. member
protected the depositors, Why did the
Commonwealth Bank take it over whon it
was in danger of default?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why was it in
danger of defanit?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T wish the
hon. memher would not interject. The mem-
ber for East Perth is getting off the track.
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Hon. €. (. Latham: lle is annoying me.

Mr, ITUGHES: It cannot be denied that
farmers are very munch eoncerned with the
problem of banking. To a large extent
hanks exist on the interest they have been
drawing for years from the farmers, True,
that is killing the farming industry, as it is
many other industries, and the prineipal
mwust come to an end. Many farmers have
heavy overdrafts with the banks, which
were well secured at the time when the
moneys were advanced. Banks will not
allow overdrafts to exist onee they feel that
the margin of seceurity has diminished be-
vond the safety line. They, therefore, pro-
teet themselves. They will make a farmer
defauit on the worker, the couniry store-
keeper, and on everyone to whom he owes
money, except the banks themselves, When
the depression hit the farming industry
thousands of farmers were, through ne
fault of their own, unable to meet their obli-
oations. As ihe result of the farmers' debts
adjustment legislation the working man had
to accept 2s. 6d. in the pound for his wages.
I know of scores of cases in which the
workers suffered. One man worked for {we
vears for a farmer. He was owed in wages
about £156, but was forced to aceept 2s.
Gd. in the pound,

Ayr. MeDonald: By whom was he foreed?

Mr. HUGHES: He was forced to aceept
that amount because we passed legislation
for the adjusiment of farmers’ debts. We
aave no right for readjustment in the case
of secured creditors. Three parties were
concerned. There was the wages man, whe
after working for vears had to aeeept 2s.
tid. in the pound on the wages due to him;
then there was the couniry storekeeper, who
in good faith continued to give the farmer
credit and aetnally kept him going, despite
the bad times.

Mr, Rodoreda: They had a worse deal
than did the farmers.

Mr, HUGHES: Yes. The third party,
the secured ereditor, usually fhe bank, did
not write off one penny of interest. When
we wrote down debis we wiped out seven-
cighths of the worker’s debt and seven-
cighths of the storckeeper’s debi. When the
country storekeeper had, say, £G,000 worth
of debt wiped off by law and was indebted
to the merchants, he could not say to them,
“By statute £6,000 worth of my assets have
heen wiped off, and T now want 75 per cent.
of my debt to you wiped off.” The country
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storekeeper had to pay in full to the last
penny. Many of them were ruined hecause
the law prevented them from collecting
debts dne fo them, and yet forced them to
meet their own obligations, If we are going
te have any suspension of debts let us have
a complete and universal suspension, Let
it not le possible for one man to say fo
his ereditor, “I need not pay yon,” while
another creditor who is also a debtor, is
forced to mect his obligations. There is
only one way to overcome that position,
namely by njeans of & complete mora-
torinm, I shounid be reluctant to agree to
any partial moratorium for any section of
the eommunity. Whilst the farmers hnd
their debts adjusted, the banks and finan-
cial institutions exacted the last penny from
those who owed themm money. Onec farmer
was indebted to a machinery merchant for
machinery purchased under hire purchase
agreement. During the depression he could
not meet his eommitments. As the result
of being relieved of his obligations to his
lahourers and his unsecured eveditors, he
was later on in a position to pay his ar-
rears to the merchant. He was then eharged
10 per eent. on all arcears acerning
throughout the depression period.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Was that on a hire
purchase agreement?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. T said to the firm
in question, “You have been working on a
bank overdraft yourselves and have been
paying 5% per cent. interest thronghout
the depression. Now you want to charge
this unfortunate man 10 per rent. on his
arrears. You want to make 4% per cent,
profit out of his misfortunes.” Finally the
firm said, “We will share our portion of the
depression and give you a rebate o7 41% per
cent. on the interest, and charge vou the 514
per cent. we pay to the bank” I wonder
how many farmers paid the full 10 per cent.
The wheat industry, 1 should say, more than
ever is a national industry. I should say
that at the present time, from the point of
view of the nation a3 well as from that of
the State, we cannot allow any one of our
ruval industries to languish, seeing that in
the near future we may be called upon to
provide food in mueh greater gquantities than
has been the case in the past. We shonld
preserve all our food-producing industries;
but we cannot preserve them if they are to
be snbmerged by burdens of debt. The way
we should tackle the problem is to go to
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that angle first. We must have some alter-
ation in our finaneial structure and ouy finan-
cial system if we are to maintain those indus-
tries. Not only in the farming community
but also in the commercial eommunity people
work on overdrafts. T venture to say that if
an analysis was made it would be founc
that commercial enterprises and manufactur-
ing enterprises arc in the same position as
was diselosed by the Wheat Commission with
regard to farming.  All those industries
work on overdrafts and suffer from an exces-
sive burden of debt. The member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) menfioned the numerouns bills
of sale held over assets in the primary pro-
dueing industries; but T confidently believe
there are just as many bills of sale held
over the assets of the commercial and manu-
facturing communities, The rate of inter-
est is too high. The matter is one that only
the Federal Government can handle. If it
15 a ease of seenring financial relief, only the
Federal Government can handle it at the pre-
sent time. T fail to see what Mr. Cameron
wants a conference for. If there is going
to be a conference and it has to be adjourned
the sheep will be dead hefore they receive
the water they need. Mr. Cameron and his
collengues are now in possession of the most
drastic and far-reaching powers. There is
practieally nothing they eannot do under the
anthority that is now vested in them. What
T think is lacking is the will to do. Tf only
they wonld show some strength instead of
wanfing to have a conference or a committee
meeting and talking: talking, talking every
time a problem erops up. Tf they wonld
onlv have the strength to do something, as
they have the power, something could be
done. So I wounld say to members on my
richt, “Why not ask Mr. Cameron not to
worry nbout having a committee meefing or
a conference?”  In a Swedish text book
which teaches the English language, a child
is asked to define what is a committee, and
the answer is, “A committee is a body that
keers minutes and wastes hours.”

Hon. C. G Latham: T wonder would that
have any other application?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. If the Leader of
the Opposition thinks that any time ocen-
pied by this House in listening to anybody
but him is a waste of tine, he may be right
or—

Hon. C. G. Latham: Does the cap fit you?
If so, I am sorry.
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Mr. HUGHES: 1f the Leader of the Op-
position would only take out to the farmers
some of the pearls he has the opportunity
to gather here, he would be doing them a
great service.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I should be mis-
leading them sometimes.

Myr. HUGHES: The only way something
can be done is for Mr. Cameron to show a
little strength and capacity.

Mr. Cross: He has not any.

Mr. HUGHES: Now is his opportumty.
There is no excuse now. There has just been
an election in which the people have eon-
firmed Mr. Cameron and his colleagues in
the far-reaching powers under the National
Security Act and its regulations. There is
no exeuse now for them not to go on.

Member: There has heen no exense for
twenty years.

Mr. HUGHES: I suggest that the Fed-
eral Government might relieve the farmers
of their burden of debt by advancing to
every farmer sufficient money to pay off the
first mortgage on his property and

Hon. . G. Latham: Then the second
mortgages would beeome the first.

Mr. HCGHES: What a brilliant student
of economies the hon. member is!

Hon. . G. Latham: You know there is
an enormons number of second mortgages
to-day.

My, HUGHES: Why is the hon. member
so worried lest the farmer might get out
of some of his mortgages? Why does he
always want to have the farmer with a
mortgage on his back? T suggest that the
Federal OGovernment advance to each
farmer sufficient money to pay off his first
mortgare, which would then be transferred
to the Federal Trensurer, so that the first
mortgage would not disappear and thereby
allow the second one to come in as the
first. The Federal Government could do
that, charging the farmer 1 per cent. in-
terest on the money. The Federal Govern-
ment eould ervstallise all principal repay-
ments until a period after the war. The
result would be—

Member: Chaos!

Mr. HUGHES : Is the answer that if noth-
ing is done there will not he chaos, hut try
to do something and there will be chaos?

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Tf you did something
orthodox, it would be all right.
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Mr. HUGHES: The Yederal Uovernment
could issue from its Treasury sufficient
uotes, and advance them to the farmers,
to pay off the first mortgages, taking over
those first mortgages itselt as security over
the lands. That wouid have two far-reach-
ing effects. It would relieve the farmers
and other primary producers of about 80
per cent. of their present interest burdens.
No principal repayment could ke required
until after a period suceeeding the termina-
tion of the war. The stock answer to that
suggestion 1s, “‘If we did that, we would be
inflating the curvency.’’ Of course, a lot
of people wonld say, without stopping to
analyse the idea, that it was foolish, and
that the member for East Perth was just a
crank. When T was a small boy, T re-
member hearing about a crank on wheels,
who was going to propel vehicles with
motor spirit. The man was cartooned in
“‘Panch.”” He was a standing joke. That
was Henry Ford, who said he was going to
rnn  motor ears. All the wiseacres and
orthodox fhinkers regarded him merely as
a crank on wheels. There were two other
lunatics, the Wright brothers. They used
to go on cliffs and zaid they were going fo
{ly by means of aeroplanes. They were
regarded as butts for the sncers and jokes
of the eartoonisis.

The Premier: T do not think they were,
I think they were encouraged.

Mr. HUGHES: There were many jokes
made about tihie Wright brothers.

Hon C. Gi. Latham: You did not read
Frank Reade when you were a boy!

Mr. HUGHES: I do not mind heing
dubbed a erank by the member for York
(Hon, €. G. Latham) lecause I am satis-
fied one of us is a crank, but I think we
ought to postpone judgment in that respect
wntil time makes the decision. If the
Federal Government is prepared to come
to the aid of the primary producers in
the manner I have snggested, that aid
will have two far-reaching effects. It
will reduee the inferest burden on the
farmer by at least 80 per cenf. and
put into cireulation, at the present time,
a similar proportion of fleating and liquid
capital, of which much will be absorbed
in horrowings for war purposes and
be available at from 1% to 2 per cent.
That would provide this ¢ountry with what
every developing eountry needs more +han
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anything else, nanmely, cheap money and
plenty of it. It might be said that by do-
ing that we would inflate the curreney. I
am not so seared about the word ‘‘infla-
tion” as many people are. We may see a
lot of inflation during the next decnde,
wild and woolly inflation, linked with no
security at all. We may see that if we do
not toke the problem in hand and arrive
at some scientifieally planved eontrol
of the monetary system. I sunggest it
will not mean inflaition, because if we had
in Western Australia £1,000 worth of
real estate we could go to any finan-
eial institution and Dborrow up to two-
thirds of that value, on the condition that
we repaid the principal with inferest at
from 5 to 6 per cent. That form of securily
is the best in the world and is the one on
which trustees, by law, are allowed to lend.
Trustees are supposed only to invest their
funds in gilt-edged securities. If it is re-
garded as good security for the re-
payment of prineipal plus 6 per cent,
surely it is better secority for the
repayment of principal at 1 per cent.
Yet the very people who will lend on that
security for their money, say that if we
allow someone else to do it we will inflate
the currency. I cannot understand why a
person with £1,000 worth of real estate can-
not go straight to the Commonwealth
Treasury and seewye 600 notes, instead of
having to go to a private bank to secure
600 notes derived from the Treasury. What
virtue do those notes acquire by going into
the eoffers of private bankst That is the
eurious part of it. The banks say that notes
coming direct from the Treasury would re-
present bad business and inflation, but if
they go fromn the Treasury to the bank it
is all right, They then hecome good for the
original amount and sn additional 6 per
eent per annum.

Mr. . C. L. Smith:
sreaking about
you
Bank,

Mr. HUGHES: I did not.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: You spoke about
rroducers posing as bankers.

Mr. HUGHES: I am not trying to pose
as a banker.

Mr. Watts: I thonght you might be.

Mr. HUGHES: During my lifetime I
have gone to considerable trouble to in-
form my mind on this question, and befove

You +were just
inefficient bankers when
referred to the Primary Producers
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I sit down I shall propound a guestion fo
the member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr. F.
C. I.. Smith), and 1 shall be most grateful
to him if he answers it satisfactorily. T
have never yel been able to get anyone to
answer it for me. If money is advanced
axainst a security, that does not constitute
inflation. Only when money is advanced
apainst no seeurity whatever, does the
transaction hecome inflation,

Mr. . C. L. Smith: That statement is a
lot of monsense.

Mr. HUGHES: Very well. Does the hon.
member suggest that when someone goes
to him with the necessary sceurity and
seeures an advanee of £1,000 at 6 per cent.
and he hands over the necessary amount in
Australian notes, that represents inflation?

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Yes; that is influ-
tion.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is news to me that
every time a hank or a finaneial institution
or a private citizen makes a loan by way of
first mortgage on real estate he inflates the
eurreney.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Well, he does.

Mr. HUGHER: I do not think the hon.
member will get many orthodox economisis
to go that far. As a matier of fact, what
the orthodox cconomists know as inflation
is where money is issued against no security
af all. T eap give the hon. member an illus-
tration of inflation. As soon as the last wav
hroke out there was a run on the banks,
and in Great Britain there was a danger
that the Bank of England would not be able
to meet the demand.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: You are not Barelay
Smith, are you?

Mr. HUGHES: The British Government
printed 260,000,000 notes, which were ealled
“Bradburys” and made them available to
the Bank of Eugland. That was purely an
inflationary issue heeause the notes had
nothing behind them except the signature
of the Treasurer. If the British Gowvern-
ment had initialed the 260,000,000 notes
and issued them against the security of
£400,000,000 worth of real estate, the tran-
saction would not have represented inflation.
That is the position as I undevstand it. I
shall be deeply indebted to the member for
Brownhill-Ivanhoe if he will explain the
true meaning of inflation, if it is not in ac-
cordance with what I have outlined.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: I may tell vou later
on.
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Mr. HUGHES: I have gone to consider-
able trouble to understand these matters.
At the earliest opportunity I made mysell
a gualifiedd accountant. When I had the
chanee to go to the University, I studied
economies under Professor Shann who was
adopted as the shect anchor of the orthodox
economists in Western Australia. I took
the opportunity of studying aund qualifying
in the subject of publie¢ finance at the Uni-
versity, and I have read extensively in the
field of unorthedox economies. I do not pro-
pose to be eensured for not having tried to
find out what is right. All I say to the mem-
ber for Brownhill-Tvanhoe is that I have
tried to find out these things. If I have heen
unsuccessful, he will be doing me a great
service by enlightening me.  This is the
question I hope he will answer for me. The
Commonwealth Note Department has issued
55,000,000 £1 notes.

The Premier: What about giving some for
water for the sheep?

Mr. HUGIHES: We con only give the
water through the notes. TIn that way relief
conld be given fo the farmer. I suppose if
A hundred million sovereigns were to fall
from the sky te-night the Treasover would
feel relieved.

The Minister for lLands:
there he wonld he relieved.

Mr, TUGHES : If would not matter two-
penee; so0 long as the sovercigns fell the
Treasurer would he considerably relieved.
The Commanwenrlth Parlinment has allowed
the Note Department to issue 35,000,000 £1
notes, against its reserve of £15,000,000
in gold. What I want to know {rom the
memnber for Brownhill-Tvanhoe is, what vir-
tue is there in 55 millions? Why is 55
millions all right and 53 millions and one all
wrong? Why is 55 millions good sound
finanee, and 155 millions not? What is the
virtue in 55 millions? What is the maric
in the number 55 millions?

Mr. T, C. L. Smith: 1t is like a conjurer
who gets a shilling out of a handkerchief.
It is a wonder he does not get a sovereign.

Mr. HUGHES: I hope I will get o more
Ineid and intellizont answer than that. What
is the virtne in 55 millions? Why not 155
millions?  Tf there is virtue in 55 mil-
lions and no virtue in 155 wmillions, where
is the »oint at which the virtue stops? T
have never found anybody vet—banker,
ceonomist or member of Parliament—who

If unybody got
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has been able to give me a satisfying explan-
ation ol the inagic of that 55 millions.

Mr., Sewnrd: You never will.

Mr. HUGHES: But 1 have had a prom-
jse, and 1 do mot think the member for
srownhbill-Ivanhoe is going te fail me.

Mr. Seward: It is imposzible of perform-
anee.

Mr. HCGHES: He is going to tell me
all about it. Mr, Deputy Speaker, yon have
been very patient and T have been wander-
ing.

The Premier: I agree.

Mr. HUGHES: But I feel there is the
major problem that confrouts our primary
industries of Anstralia and reaches heyond
our primary industries. We must give some
relief to our primary industries; that is the
anele from which we must tackle this prob-
lem, heeause we cannot take, here in Western
Australia, something from other seetions of
the community to give it fo the farmer. I
feel sate in saying that of the 50 members
af this Chamber, all ave in agreement that
relief shonld be afforded to the farmer. We
would give the farmer all the relief in our
power: the only point upon which we are
at variance is the method to be adopted. T
sngmest that is the hasic way in which we
shonld tackle the problem. Sueh a suzpes-
tion should eome not only from the Conntry
Party members. bat from cvery memher of
the Chamber. We should put forward some
sugrestion like that to the Federal Govern-
ment, which lhas the power to give relief
and ean give it. Tt is a national necessity.
We must preserve our primary industries,
partienlarly at the present time.

MR. J. H SMITH (Nelson) [9407: T
desire to say a few words in support of
the motion. The position of our primary
producers is of paramount importanee to
ihe State. FEvery member of the House
feels concerned and is desirous of deing
his ntmost to assist the Government in any
effort it might make to help the farmer
throngh this dire ealamity. It appears to
me the Treasurer must forget all about the
Thudget he delivered & week or fwo ago
and hecome reconciled to the fact that in-
stead of budgeting for a defieit of, say,
£100,000, if neccessary he will have to
hudget for a deficit of £1,000,000 or more
at the end of June next.

The Premier: Where ix the monex to be
found?
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Mre. J. H. SMITH: The money must be
found and will he found. What did we
do with our deficits in years gone by, when
the then Treasurer was known as ‘‘Happy
Jack?'" Money was provided right through
the piece. We are facing a national disas-
ter hecause of drought eonditions. Never
in my experience have I known of such a
severe drought in Western Australia. The
Minister for Lands, with the assistance of
the Treasurer, must immediately do some-
thing to remedy the position. I am not
concerned whether the Minister for Lands
attends the conference on Fridav or not.
T helieve the (lovernment, with the sup-
port of every memher of the House, is big
enongh amd capable enough to {ackle this
prolem. The drought does not affect only
the farmer; the fruit industry is alse
affected in the same way. We have hun-
dreds of fruitgrowers depending entirely on
their orchards for their livelihood and the
Treasnrer will have to come fo their resene.
He will also have to come to the rescue of
the dnirying induvstry, which ecannet con-
tinve at the present priee of hutter fat.
We shall shortly have a shorfage of butier.
The drought extends into the South-West:
not half the dams there are filled, nor is
there any storage or reserve whatever for
the coming vear. T do not know how the
dairying industry will be able to earry on.
T have just travelied through my electorate
from one end to the other and can assure
the Minister for Lands that there iz no
hay for our stock. Every year in the past
we have been closing up 20 or 30 acres of
our holdings to ent hay: but I am afraid
we shall have no reserves for next year.

The Premier interjected.

My, J. H. SMITH : 1 tell the Premier that
the position is serious, althongh I Jdo not
want to appear in the guise of the poor
relation. The matter of paramount im-
portance, however, is fo save our sheep
throngh this drought. This applies to the
eastern part of my electorate, where it
adjoins Narrogin, Katanning and Whagin.
There is no water in the dams, and those of
my eonstituents who are rearing fat lambs
and growing woo! arve greatly concerned,
hecause they know thev cannot earry half
their stock this vear. That is the position
in my electorate, althowgh we are not in
the same position as the poor unfortunates
in the drought-stricken aveas, T hope the
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motion will be carried without a dissentient
voiece, and that the Minister for Lands
and the Premier will be big emough to
deal with the position and see that relief
is given to the farmers.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. F.
J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne) [9.45]: I have
listened very attentively to every hon. mem-
ber who has spoken in support of the
motion. The motion emanated from the
Leader of the Opposition following a tour
made by members of his party covering
many hundreds of miles of our rural dis-
triets and although very much information
which the hon. members gleaned during that
trip was in iheir possession before they
left Perth, there is no doubt that direct con-
tact with the serious position in many of
our farming areas has left a very vivid pie-
ture in their minds as to the gravity of the
sitmation. T have no fault to find with the
desire of the Leader of the Opposition, by
means of the motion, to draw the attention
of the publie to the seriousness of the
situation. The only fault I fnd is with
those members who have unnecessarily, by
profuse verbiage and exaggeration, failed
to help the position in any way. No ex-
aggeration is needed to state the case amply.
I will not plead guilty to evasion by the
(Grovernment of its responsibility to give
attention to this matter. Consideration has
been given to every avenue along which
Government assistance eould possibly be
rendered. Furthermore, consideration has
been given to the possibility of inducing
in other people who have a responsibility
in this matter an attitude at least of friend-
liness or sympathy with a view to their
affording some praetical help to distressed
farmers. The endeavour on the part of one
or two members of the Opposition to cen-
sure me and the Government by means of
this motion was most unwarranted,

It has been said that this season is not
comparable with that of 1914, that it is
much worse, The member for Avon (3.
Boyle) went so far as to say that the posi-
tion was hopeless south of a point say at
Wongan Hills; but that is not so. The
position in some of the country south of
Wongan Hills is much better than it
was in 1914 judging from reports we
have coneerning conditions there in that
year. The hon. membher went on to
say that he doubted whether the State’s
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average would be five bushels per acro, If
it is five bushels per aere that will be
approaching 50 per cent of the annual
State average; but in 1914, taking into con-
sideration the acreage planted, the return
was 1.9 bushels—that is nnder two bushels
—per acre. T suggest to hon. members that
if they are fair in their thoughts, criticism
and judgment they will admit that there
are many consequential problems hinging
upon the desperate seasonal conditions
which are not easy of solution. They might
nll be casily solved if we could give effect
to the proposals of the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes); that is, if we could
obtain sufficient money by some means—
whether orthodox or unorthodox—and thus
dispel not merely the disastrous immediate
effect of the drought, but also the desperate
finaneial circumstances in which many
people are placed.

During the debate the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward) agsin made a charge
against the Government that has already
heen answered. He charged the Govern-
ment with failure to send the Minister for
Agriculture to a conference to be held in
Sydney. The reply is that the Government
has always ensured that this State was ade-
quately and properly represented at any
conference called by the Commonwealth
Government. It has always ensured that
the State’s case was amply presented. [
would 20 so far as to say, without any feel-
ing of egotism, that had it not been for the
representations made in the Federal sphere,
by the Ministers of this Government, we
would never have had the contributions we
have received towards herd testing and to.
haeco investigation, As a direet outcome
of the representations of Ministers from
this State the whole of Australia has bene-
fited from moneys contributed by the Com-
monwealth towards the reconstraction of
marginal areas. 1t cannot be denied that
to this State’s representatives is due the
eredit for the granting of money under that
legisiation to cther States. Yet we have to
listen to complaints that this Government
is not doing all it might do in the interests
of the farmers inasmuch as it did not send
a Minister of a particular department to a
partieular conference or that it is nof pre-
pared, at short notice to send a representa-
tive to a conference called not with the idea
of there and then finding a solution of this
particular problem, but merely of confer-
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ring and diseussing what might be eonsid-
ered ways and means towards its solution.

I say definitely to hon. members oppo-
site that this State’s case will be fully pre-
sented at the conferenee in Melbourne on
Friday. I also say most humbly that the
solution of administrative problems that are
worrying me and my colleagues in the Gov-
ernment could not be reached if I were on
the train at this moment befween Perth
and Kalgoorlie en route to Melbourne.
I do not feel that we should give considera-
tion to snggestions that would mean running
away from the work that is involved and the
problem that is presented. Before I resume
my seat I hope to prove to the House that,
because we have taken this attitude, we have
at least given more eonsideration to the mat-
ter than could possibly have been given had
one of us been en route {o attend the con-
ference called by Mr. Camercn. To deal
with that matter first, the member for Pin-
gelly suggested—and T regret having made
the remark that he was uttering rot—that he
had to come to this House to drag oumi ecer-
tain information. This was made public by
me many donys age. I cannot help it if the
hon. member does nol make himself ae-
quainted with the whole of the case before
he dares to eriticise, and with bitterness, the
faet that he was then only getting informa-
tion which had been available to all the
State and all Australia for many days.

Mr. Camercn rang twiee yesterday morn-
ing to my office. T had a long conversation
with him and disenssed the points that he
cared or desired to raise as possible matters
for eonsideration at the conference on Friday,
feeling that the position was really desper-
ate in two or three States in regard to the
hay position, the stock position, the sced
position and alse the preparations for plant-
iny next year. There were no proposals; he
did not suggest in what way the States, col-
lectively or individually, might approach the
matter from a financial angle. That was not
mentioned. In the course of a long conver-
sation pressing for Western Australia’s rep-
resentation, T advised lhm that we were in
the midst of an cndeavour to make secure
the hay position, which was a matter not of
weeks but of howrs, and I told him I was
not prepared {o jeopardise the arrangements
T had so far made and drop the responsibil-
ity on to someone else while we went to the
conference to diseuss the position. Mr. Cam-
eron did not chide the Government because
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of inability to agree to his proposals, but he
wired the Premier yesterday afternoon ask-
ing whether we could be represented. He
said he would be grateful if an arrangement
could be made at this late hour for the
Minister for Agriculture to attend on Friday.
That would have meant leaving on to-night’s
train. 1 made a retort when somebody stated
that a plane would get me there in time. I
wish to make it very definite that I am not
at any time prepared to travel by plane,
east or west, on conference business arranged
hy the Commonwealth. There are many of
us who probably are not good fliers. I fly
when I have to. 1 de not like it, and I do
not think it is right that we should be ex-
pected to leave here in the morning, say on
Thursday, be ill for 12 hours in a plane, and
then amply present the case of this State
at a conference on the following morning. T
find that in no instance during my many
trips—not of my own cheosing—to Mel-
bourne and Canberra to endeavour to do the
right thing hy the State have T been absent
more than the minimum time possible, eleven
days away and nine spent in travelling, and
I am not going to be put in the position of
making it possible for our presence to he
demanded at a day’s notice.

What treatment have we received on some
other oceasions? T recall one last June when
I bad to eancel very many engagements,
some of them with members of this House,
to attend eonferences or accompany them to
various places, in order to meet the conveni-
ence of the Minister for Commeree. Only
one day was suitable to him, and he de-
manded that that should be the day on whieh
the conference should meet at Canberra.
Every Minister for Agriculture attended. It
was a matter of vital moment to every State
—to eluctdate the serious position of the
apple and pear-growers. Mr. Cameron
opened the conference in Canberra at 10
a.m. and left at 10.30 in order to he in Syd-
ney that night to attend a dinner. He re-
turned on the following afternoon.  Mr.
Cameron’s attention was drawn to this dis-
courtesy; I do not think it concerned him
very much. Two Ministers said they wonld
never aftend again, if it were not for the
emergency confronting the nation, hecause
of that discourteous treatment. Yet we ave
chided by members opposite hecause we do
not leave at a day’s notice to attend a con-
ference, the proposals for which have not
even taken a tangible form. 1 submit as an
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ample defence that the (Government would
not have heen doing the right thing by the
forming community of this State, even from
ane aspect, the hav position, if it had agreed
to be represented at the conference. This
morning, following our refusal to attend on
the ground that we could not arrange it at
such short notice, and Mr. Cameron's cordial
aceeptance of that as a reason—undoubtedly
there is nothing but cordiality between Com-
monwealth Ministers and this Government—
he sent an urgent priority wire as follows ;—
If possible glad you air mail to me in Mel-
hourng your views regarding production
wheaten hay for stock feed; also particulars
of measures taken or contemplated to cope
with present position in wheat industry. Wheat
(rowers’ Union of Western Australia has tele-
graphed me as follows:—*‘Mass meeting of
wheat growers Saturday unanimously resolved
that failing provision wheat starving stock
within seven days, wheat growers will make
every effort take same.’” Before replying to
fliem, glad to know by telegram nature of any
discussions you have had with them, Cameron,
Minister Commeree.
Both matters will be attended to. Members
of the House, farmers, and the general
public of the State, may rest assured that
a very complete case, as much to the point
a5 could be presented if we had been Minis-
terially represented, will be given to the
Minister for Commerce for consideration on
Friday. I suggest that this State's antici-
pated rvequirements of 300,000 tons of hay
would have no prospect of heing ent o
week from now if arrangements cannot be
finalised within a day or two, even during
the time the conference will be held in Mel-
hourne. Before dealing with general matters
and the points raised by the Leader of the
Opposition, I wish to stress the desire of
the Government to ensure that the Siate
has all the hay reguirements that can pos-
siblv be conserved at this period. Some
weeks ago the Under-Seeretary for Agricul-
ture, the Superintendent of Wheat Farm-
ing, and the Chairman of the Agrieultural
Bank Commission, were asked {o confer and
immediately investigate the hay and fodder
position in this State, to go further, to
recommend to the Government what eould he
done as a matter of poliecy to ensure that
the maximum amount of hay would he con-
served during this season. That was done
sonie weeks aco. Had the Government been
dilatory or negleetful, had we not endea-
voured to anticipate the seriousness of the
position as it exists to-day, we might even
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have felt guilty, aud might have been guilty
if the Leader of the Opposition had then
launched a motion to adjourn the House to
draw attention to the sitnation. T admit le
has a public duty to perform. Mueh atten-
tion has lLeen given to the matter. All the
information available, when a decision has
been reached, has been made publie, and
every statement made has not been lightly
set out. Members may follow the whole
story through the Press, how the Govern-
ment desired to confer with every intere-t,
to get the proper perspective, to get a mea-
surement of the hay stocks in the State.
We had a report from every Agricultural
Bank manager in the State, from wherever
we had a representative of the Agricaltural
Department or the Agricultural Bank. We
had a far more embracing picture on our
tables before hon. members went to
acquaint themselves personally with tle
position. We knew from every district just
how many acres of erops would be potential
hay crops, and would cut over 10 cwt, to the
acre. T know that following the survey
recently made by members, the Leader of
the Opposition has gone to a lot of trouble
to tabulate and segregate the information,
and get as clear a pieture of the situation as
possible. T submit that we endeavoured he-
fore taking any hasty action, before endea-
vouring fo protect the farmers’ interests,
whether as hay-cutters or stock feeders, to
nbtain all the information it was possible to
get from all sources. One member suggested
we should send immediately to Nungarin in
inspector to measure the position. We have
£he position already measured, and have had
it measured for three weeks.

Mr. Doney: The aspect in rezard to pro-
duection is eonstantly ehanging, and the later
the information we get the better,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tf we
had waited until later that would have heen
too late.

Mz, Donev: Quite =o.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T refuse
to be lectured hy members opposite, who
say we should act now in regard to some-
thing we have already endeavoured to anti-
cipate and measured some weeks ago. No
aspect that we could think of has been
overlooked. We have desired not merely to
present a trathful case, and assess it an
facts upon whieh we could depend, but we
have endeavourcd to interpret for ourselvex,
and seek the nssistance of others qualified
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to judge, just how acute the position is.
With vegard to hay, following the assembly
of all this information, T thought the best
thing to do would be to get the opinion of
every scetion of the community. T think
it is a fortnight ago to-night that I asked
the Leader of the Opposition whether mem-
bers of his party could be represented at a
conference I was about to eall, partieularly
those representing distriets that were mate-
rially affected. I invited every section of
the trade, and I think we had a very useful
conference, We had the benefit of the
recent experience of the member for
Greenough (Mr. Patrick) and that of the
Hon. G. B. Wood. We had the bencfit of
the experience of farmers who have been
hay-producers for 40 years. We had trade
representafives, both retail and wholesale,
At the conference, the results of which
were published, an endeavour was made to
assnre the State of an adequate snpply of
hay for immediate and future needs. That,
I think, members will be generous enough
to concede, is in ifself a fairly hig
problem. We were faced with the position
of having hay erops in districts where the
hay requirements amounted to only a few
tons a year, and we had the position of erops
suwn for hay in eountry that had never heen
treated or prepared for the use of reapers
and hinders, and where of necessity the
stubble had to be left 1 foot high unless
proper machinery was used in the eutting of
the evop.  Tn addition, we had to contend
with erops that would ordinarily have vielded
five hags of wheat to the aere culting only
from 12 to 14 ewt. of hay. We knew there
were many people not eoncerned, as the Gov-
ernmant was, with an assurance of adequate
supplies and any guarantee that the pro-
dueers would be suitably recompensed for
their labours. People were present at the
conferonce who eaved very little for that as-
peet of the sitnation, but who as moerchants
desived to see that they were still kept in the
trade and that their margins remained.

It is not necessary to recount all the hap-
penings, nor to give in detail the Press state-
ments that were both faivly voluminons and
generons in all the eircumstances, in an en-
deavour to clarify the position of those who
eonld ent hay if they had the proper wachin-
ery, or those who had short and light hav
erops in districts where hay production is
the usual enterprise. The Price Fixing Com-
missioner was invited to the conference, de-
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liberately invited, to enghle him to get
a background of the position in every
district of the State, and as an indica-
tion to him of what action he might have
to take in order to prevent exploitation aml
also fo assist the Government in ensuring an
adequate price. As has been remarked here
ta-night, the priee he suggested was on a
chaff hasis of £€8 10s. per ton on rail Perth
for prime, which, working back from 25s,
freight basis would give the farmer £} 10s.
per ton in the stack. Even that as an in-
dueeinent has not satisfied farmers who bave
potential hay erops. It has wnot satisfied
farmers in districts where it is not usual to
cut large quantities of hay. They want to
know what gnarantee they are going to get
for a paid price of £4 10s. in the stack.
They ask whether the Government iy going
to guarantee that price. It is as well to he
quite clear on the point that that figure of
£8 10s. represents the absolute maximom
price which prime chaff will reach during
this season. Tf seasonal circumstanees do not
further deteriorate, if they appreciate or im-
prove, if we get finishing rains which we
were not even game cnough to contemplate a
week or so ago, both the wheat and the hav
position will materially improve. If we
get copious falls, the stock fecd position will
improve. It eannot improve to the point that
we shall have an over-plus of hay in the
State. Tt eannot improve to the point that
we can antieipate that the priee will recede
below, sav, £7 10s, free on rail Perth.

The Government is so confident that that
is the position, and feels that the necessity is
sn dire, that it has the responsibility of en-
deavonring to ensure as far as it can a large
auantity of hay in this State. TFeeling that

even if the poesition does hmprove, the
price will not get back helow £7 10s,
the Government is  prepared, and has

decided, to take cortain action, an announce-
ment of whiech was made long hefore
there was any mention to me of this motion
(o adjourn the House. The action is that

for the very large quantity needed for
Agricultnral Bank stock and horses and
governmental  institutional  requirements,

the Clovernment 1s in the market for for-
wargd delivery, sav for delivery five months
henee, at a priee of Ts. per ton in the
stack, for tremendous quantities. And the
(tovernment has done that to ensure a mini-
mum, something which the Priee Fixing
Commisxioner eannot do. Qur priee-fixing
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legislation only gives the Price Fixing Com-
missioner power to conirol a maximum.

Mr. Patrick: That is a weakness in the
Act,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
in the Aet, and it is a weakness, and we
cannot obviate it. Will not members op-
posite he generous enough to say to the
Government that by endeavouring to stabi-
lise that price, even anticipating thaf
seasonal cireumstances will improve, the
Government has scotched the move by those
-desirous of exploiting the position, who
were offering 50s. per ton on # take it or
leave it basis?

The Premier: And less than that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And less
than that. The Government has endeav-
oured to ereate a minimum price, and I
have no doubt that on a freight basis the
Government will be paying for some of its
requirements more than £3 10s. It is in the
market at the moment, and firms who were
conferred with to-day are prepared to fol-
low that lead. What an inducement that
should be, cven where five-bag crops are
antieipated! That represents not merely a
return in excess of the most ambitious
wheat oquivalent, but also an endeavour to
meet the urgent needs of the State in all
its distriets. There have heen problems
which have been examined in regard to the
teaping and binding machinery available.
One hon. member said it would not be pos-
sible to get the necessary machinery in the
State. Well, we have made arrangements
to-day in one district which we think will
induce 30,000 scres to be ent. We have
made arrangements to purchase a very big
tonnagze in that distriet as an incentive fo
show what the minimum price will yield.
Tt will be interesting for hon. members who
are fearful of the reaping and binding posi-
tion to know that in the last 10 days 43
reapers and bhinders have left the works in
Perth for distriets that have never before
ont hay commercially—43]

The Premier: I met one on the road.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: So I
challenge hon. members opposite to allege
in any way unfair criticism on our endeav-
-our to meet everything we could anticipate
and to solve this particular problem. And
this is only one problem. An hon. member
mentioned, “If only wire were available for
haling!” It might not he out of place to
mention what we have done in that connee-
tion. There were no supplies of baling wire
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in this State and we knew that in spite of
distressing circumstances in parts of the
district of the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
Smith), there are parts of thal district
where stock have heen taken out of the
clover crops to conserve the erops and per-
mit them to grow to hay. Several farmers in
the better circumstanced parts of the dis-
trict are even top-dressing this week.

Mr. J. H. Smith: To try to get a bit
mote.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: To get a
bit more to eut for hay. Clover hay inter-
ests were represented at the conference
called by the Government. We think we will
get about 5,000 tons of eclover hay haled.
However, there was no wire. Manufactur-
ers in this State would not get the rods to
draw the wire. The Broken Hill Proprie-
tary output is almost entirely tied to the
Federal Government. Forty thousand tons
of wire emanating from Broken Hill per
annnm have all been apportioned, and the
manufacturers in this State have been get-
ting 240 tons per month. We knew that
that was the position, and very urgent
wires—without any suggestion of a sneer—
wore despatehed. The fact that the Govern-
ment hos sent many wires may be com-
mented on by members opposite. We sent
nrgent wires in regard to that position to
the Prime Minister in the Premier’s name,
and also to the Minister for Commerce,
pointing out that we could, if we had the
wire available, safegnard the position to
the extent of thousands of tons of elover
hay, besides wheaten and oaten hay. Hun-
dreds of tons of bale hay were neceded
for our North-West eattle trade in every
year. No raw material was available
to us. I regret that that is so, but Eastern
States manufacturers had been granted a
surplus over their requirements and we ave
guaranteed the wire for our immediate
needs. I have all the telegrams and eom-
munications here for any hon. member to
see, We are assured of all the wire we now
need. As a matter of fact we are getting
enough rods, through the diverting of cer-
tain orders by Malloch Bros., to have 10
tons available in this State. I men-
tion that as an indication of what we were
trying to organise to meet the present des-
perate position. There will be in the Press
to-morrow, and has been put over the air
to-night, a considered statement that we
prepared last night in an endeavour to give
to the farmers every possible inducement
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that the Government can extend to ensure
a price that will encourage farmers to cut
hay where it is possible to do so. I feel
certain that in the districts from Goomal-
ling to Grass Valley and Northam and
other places where the hay cuiting industry
is carried out on a large seale, there will be
maximum activity despite any urging from
agents that the price will not be remunera-
tivee I am certain there will be big sup-
plies, The Government is operating in five
districts and for its requirements ig pay-
ing a minimum of £3 10s. a ton in the
State.

To leave that aspect, the question of food
for stock has again been the subject of
severe eriticism by one or two members op-
posite, in that the Government has not yet
made any pronouncement. We have bad
the matter very much in our minds and this
and allied subjects have been given eclose
attention. Every endeavour has been made
day by day to improve the situation eed
to find a complete solution before issuing
a statement or forwarding an answer that
would not satisfactorily cover the position.
Immediately the situation was presented to
us by eertain members of this House and
by representatives of the Wheat Growers’
Union, that very night, following upon
three members of the Cabinet conferring on
the matter, a certain plan was ountlined.
We ealled together all those finranecially in-
terested in stock and properties who had
responsibilities in the matter. The Govern-
ment knows that it has considerable num-
bers of stock over which it has direet liens,
but 90 per cent. of the stock is under mort-
gage or lien to one fingneial institution or
another. In those circumstances the
farmers in very many instances have little
equity in the stock, The Government pre-
sented the case very fully to the firms in-
volved and endeavoured to show that they,
with the Government, had responsibilities
not merely in trying to keep the stock
alive, but particularly to ensure a sufficient
number of female stock being retained, if
it were cconomically possible to do so. I
suggest to members opposite that where there
is no roughage or where there is likely to
be no water, they would not advoeate the
Government keeping the stoek in situ in such
circumstances.

Member's : No.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course, they would not advocate that. Many
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of those sitting opposite are practical farm-
ers and they know it is impossible to keep
stock in those cireumstances on coneentrated
feed alone, even if they were given 1lb. of
wheat and 114lbs. of chaff daily, unless there
was roughage available. They know that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of course 1lb. of
wheat would be far too much.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well,
15lb. of wheat. They know that it would
not be economically possible where stock to-
day has already to carry a debt of from 8s.
to 10s. per head. In those cireumstaneces,
they know it would not be possible to keep
the stock for the next five months. The
stock could not be held and fed solely on
feed purchased for that purpose. Probably
long before that period expired, despite
that atteniion, they would become weak and
would be lost. There is a responsibility east
upon all concerned to endeavour to keep all
the stock possible to provide a nucleus for
future flocks, and the Government has en-
deavoured to secure an assurance from firms
concerned with that end in view. This week
the Agrieultura! Bank is shifting 400 horses
to southern distriets. They are being shifted
from where they are now, because it is not
cconomical to keep them there. They ean-
not be watered, fed and kept there as eco-
nomically as if they were located 200 or 300
miles further away. We have an area at
Wialki which constitutes an oasis in the
abandoned properties surrounding it. We
have available there 5,000,000 gallons of
water at the very least with sufficient pas-
tures to keep 4,000 or 5,000 of our sheep,
and we are shepherding the stock there to
avoid hand-feeding.

Hon. C. G. Latham: How long will that
last?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have &
report from a man who is not over-generous
in his reviews of the situation under exist-
ing conditions. He feels that there is an
assurance, with the feed now visible on that
country. that 4,000 sheep can he kept until
June, 1941, without any trouble. He adds
that there is ample supplementary feed avail-
able in the arcas to earry a much larger num-
ber but not for so long a period. The Agri-
enltural Bank trustees are endeavouring to
safegnard the position of all stoek dircetly
controlled by the institution. We have re-
ceived assurances from other finaneial houses
that they will endeavour to keep the maxi-
mum number of stock that the farmer thinks
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ke can hold, but they will not face the de-
liberately uneconomic holding of stoek where
there is no water and no roughage ou the
ground. I mentioned in a statement in the
Press some days ago that the State wonld
have to face the economiec maintenance of
our stock and that old ewes and shy breeders
would have to be disposed of in the most
profitable market possible. Agninst that, we
have tried to pet an assurance from the De-
partment of Commeree that we ean supple-
ment our lambs for export by shipping car-
eases of matton. But there are disadvan-
tages involved, and our quotas may be inter-
fered with. Members will be aware from a
previons review provided in this ITonse, that

theve are stated quotas for all forms of meat, .

and Weslern Australia has its proportion
allocated to it. We are hoping that, although
the meat works will not operate to capacity
with regard to lambs, there may be oppor-
tanities 1o dispose of aged sheep that are
in fair condition in our outer areas, at a
firnre that will not represent a sacrifice
price,

The (overnment realises to the full the
necessity for conserving all female stoek
in the State. It has endeavoured, hecause
it is fully aware of the pastoral pesition
as well as the farming position, to meet
the need, whieh is inevitahle, when hetter
seasons veturn.  With regard to veleasing
wheat from bins, the Government has en-
deavoured 4o give an assnrance to all those
farmers whose stoek must be maintained,
that wheat will be purchased and furnished
for the stock whenever il is economically
possible. T have not heard that the farmers
econcerned have approached (he institutions
involved. Those farmers have, howsver,
approached the Government. They placed
on the (lovernment the onns of all their
ironhles and worries and many of ther
responsibilities. Tt s not right that the
iovernment should be expected to shoulder
full responsibility in sueh matters. It has
taken its measure of responsibility in every
avenne in the farming industry, in spite of
anvthing hon. members opposite may say
1o the contrary. The Apgrieultura! Bank's
attitude to the farmer is this: no farmer
whe is unable to carry en with his food
supplies and is desivons of continuing his
farm with some prospect of snecess will be
allowed to go short. Milliens of [ounds
have been written off for interest and In-
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dustries Assistanee Board advances. The
guarantee given to the farmers by my pre-
decessor, Mr. Troy, to the effeet that atter
three vears of drought LA, advances
would be frozen, and that from one year's
erop the maximum that would be taken
would be the interest for that year’s debt,
invelved the Government last vear in re-
funds to farmers in many of the distriets
traversed by the hon. members who have
spoken, to the cxtent of nearly £153,000,
That is something which has not previously
been made publie. 1We handed back fo the
farmers eash to that amount, and many of
them have heen carrying on with the hene-
fit of sueh funds, Without any apolosy
being necessary for our aetion, we have
endeavoured to give the farmers the ntmost
assistanee within onr capaeity, and that is
our aftitude this year.

Hon. C. (i, Latham: There will he nu-
thing to pay hack this year. The farmers
will have nn ineome,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
not asking for payment. We nre asking
the farmers to <ot ont a statement of their
ense.

The Premier; We are hoping!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
farmers ean do so, we expect them lo pay
something, But the door is open. They
are asked to furnish returns, to send in o
veport of their seed wheat, chaff and susten-
ance requirements.

Hon. C. (. Latbam;:
veached the farmers yet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDES: An in-
siruetion has heen issued fo all Agrienl-
tural Bank branches to send out the
requisitions,  Some veturns arve alveady in.
TTon, members opposite must know that
these matters involve the expenditure of
many thousands of peunds, not merely
sums for the purchase of ehaff and hay, but
for nll kinds of things which are essential
to the farmer to enable him to remain on
his property. The member for Mt. Mar-
shall eviticized the amount available, the
£6 for n married couple and 10s. per child,
but it must he horne in mind that these
people live on a farm and that there are
some compensations, whether it he merely
something from the poultry-vard. With-
out going throuzh mueh matter which could
be dealt with at great length to prove that
the Clovernment has taken every step pos-

Has that reguest
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sible to anticipate this problem and to
solve it, I think the points I have covered
fully answer the eriticism levelled against
ihe Government, and that I have eonvinced
memhers that many of the decisions we
reached were made available before this
motion was faunehed. This is only one of
very many pressing problems confronting
the Government at the moment, and there
are very many. While I am prepared to
concede to the Leader of the Opposition
that his atfitude generally has Deen most
generong, and that his choice of words on
this motion can be described as fairly pre-
senting the position, I think he appreciates
that, within the limits of the Government's
capacity, it is doing all that can be done.
There are very many aspects which shounld
come before the Federal authorities and I
am not trying to shift any vesponsibility or
hlame. There are such aspeets as the re-
lationship between excess profits and ex-
eoss  dividends in  secondary  induostries
and uneconomic farming. That is a field
whieh shonld immediately be examined. not
any matter affecting protective tariffs bul
excess profits over and above the eoverage
of such tariff privileges, and we know that
these exeess profits and excess dividends ob-
tain. Hon. members who have sindied
the position know that 137 companies regis-
tered in the Enstern States last year paid
dividends of 7 per eent. and over, sow.e of
them up to 50 per cent., and all thiz in some
measure or other has contributed towards
uneconomic Larming. That is a sphere whieh
should be thoroughly examined. I do not
take any notice of the attempt made by the
member for Avon to indiet the Government.
He said we should have dropped everything
to attend the conference to be held on Fri-
day. I can assure the hon. member that
our ease will be adequately explained at
the conference, and that we bope, as an out-
come of the conference, a request will be
made to meet Ministers of other States,
preferably here, and members of the Com-
monwealth Government to devise ways and
means to present a eonjoint case on behalf
of the four States now in a somewhat similar
position. We have heen given estimates of
hay and wheat crops. Ore authority sug-
gests we shall have a 15V million bushel
vield this year.

Mr. Patrick: In Western Anstralia?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
[34]
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Hon. C. G. Latham: We must have a
lot more rain.
The Premier: The estimate depends upon

the quantity that will be cat for hay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
depend on the quantity eut for hay and the
rain. I ean only deseribe such attempts at
estimates as “guestimates.”

Member: That is better,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
little available data wpon which to make a
constructive estimate at this stage, I reiter-
ate that the Government makes no apology
for its endeavour to contribute to a solu-
tion of this problem. It has earnestly tried
to do so, even to the extent of not consider-
ing personal convenience or health. I hope
tiust members opposite and indeed all mem-
bers of the House will give us credit for
that endeavour.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [10.46]: No-
hody, 1 think, doubts the vomplexity of the
matter with which we have been dealing this
evening, nor do I think any of us doubts
the obvious genuinencss of the Minister for
Lands in the observations he has just
made. Doubtless we who come from coun-
try districts arve inelined to look at the
buginess in a little different light from that
in whieli the Minister views it. I regrat
that the Minister did not see fit to touch
on that aspect of the guestion referred to in
the letter which was read to the House prior
to the commencement of the debate, having
reference to the financial problems of the
farmers. 1 should have thought that the
member for East Perth {Mr. Hughes) gave
him ample opportunity for remarks further
to those he made on this subject.

The Premier: He came in, made a speech
for an hour, and then went home,

Mr. WATTS: I feel that that mat-
ter is really of more importance fo
the farmers in this State than anything that
was veferved to by the Minister, 1 say that
beczuse while supplies of hay, the quantity
of seed wheat, pasture for stock, etc., are of
great importance, the time is coming, if it
has not already arvived, when the question
of the Ilinhilities of those engaged in agri-
culture will beecome of such pressing im-
portance that the matter of dealing with it
in # general and as far as possible satisfae-
tory manner, cannot longer be overlooked.
I was hopeful that the Minister would bave
introduced to us some of the ideas which 1
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take il he has considered over the past few
months and perhaps over the past few years
concerning this very difficult subject. Only
some three or four weeks ago, having in
mind the obvious lack of income which is
going to fuee a great portion of the farm-
ing community this year, and the faet that
their liabilities—seasonal in many cases—
have been inenrred in good faith and obvi-
ously cannot be paid from revenue or in-
come non-existent or likely to be so, we
asked the Minister to consider whether leg-
islation should not be passed in the nature
of a moratorium or partial moratorium in
order to protect the farmers in their very
trying civenmstances. So far as I know
the Minister has not yet favoured us with
a reply to the suggestion that was then put
forward, although he undertook at the
time to give the matter consideration. It is
as well that this House and the people of
the State, so far as we can get them to fol-
low the debates of this Chamber, shounld be
acquainted with the attitude which exists
among reasonable men in the country dis-
triets. I have here a letter from the Kent
Distriet Road Board, whieh is the local
anthority in the Nyabing distriet east of
the Great Southern Railway. I know the
members of that board at the present time
to be extremely reasonable and honourable
men. I think that members on this side of
the House who accompanied me into
that distriet last weck, were impressed with
the belief that those road hoard members
whom they then met were, as I classed them,
decent, honourable men, all of them farm-
ars, all of them anxious to do the best they
can, and many of them in considerable fin-
ancial diffieultics. The letter reads—

At a meeting of my board held recently the
position of the primary producer was discussed
at great length, it being pointed out that under
the present system of financing the farmer it
becomes almost impossible for him to carry
on successfully. Consequently the following
motion was carried:—

That until the Government ean formulate
some policy of stability for the primary in-
duostries it is eonsidered that a moratorium
should be placed on farmers’ debta.

Secondary industries are mow protected, but
not so with primary industries. The board
believes that until some such protection is af-
forded a moratorium will give the farmer a
chance to make a future recovery and at the
same time protect him from his creditora.
From time to time eommissions have been ap-
pointed to study variows aspects of farming,
and it is supposed that mow a fairly aceurate
figure could be given as to what the eost of
production is. Having this figure, the next

[ASSEMBLY.)

step would be its application and then the
adjustment of secondary industries, thereby
affecting the whole community and not one
gection as at present. The board is indeed
mindful of the position the war has placed the
Commonwealth in, especially in regard to the
curtailment of usual markets. But as this
industry is respomsible for building up the
country’s prosperity, it is imperative it should
be placed on a fooling which for the present,
at any rate, will give those engaged in it a
chance of lifting their heads as honourable
citizeny,
I draw attention partieularly to the last few
words: “A chanee of lifting their heads as
honourabte citizens.” I am firmly convinced
that the great majority of the misfits have
left the land and the men who are there to-
day are only too anxious to lift their heads
as honourable citizens.

Mr. Cross: One has been there for 30
years and has been kept by the Government.

Mr. WATTS: What is the hon. member
worrying me about? It is a long time since
he was down in that country. These men are
not given the opportunity to lift their heads
as honourable citizens. I am not attempting
to throw the onus upon the Government for
that lack of opportnnity, since I vealise, as
T think we must all realise, that it is a snb-
jeet of many considerations, some of which
are entirely cutside the control of any Gov-
ernment. But the situation does arise. It
is frequently said in regard fo suggestions
that legislation should be passed to effect
some adjustment of the secured debt proh-
lem, te create some partial moratorium in
cireumstances such as now exist, that there
would be an cffeet on the farmers’ eredit. I
have always questioned that statement, and
I question it more strongly to-day, hecause
at the present time there is little if any
ability to obtain eredit unless one can give
some satisfactory security for it. We find
that if there were an adjustment or writing-
down—or whatever we care to call it—of
the secured debt, which in many eases despite
the observations of the member for East
Porth, is in excess of any reasonable value
that could he placed on the property, the
payment of the remaining debt owing to the
secured creditor would necessitate the pro-
perty earning ineome, and in order that it
might earn income it would be neeessary for
the secured ereditor to supply reasonable
needs for earrying on the property. I sub-
mit also that it would be possible, the
debtor’s position having been adjusted by the
writing-down on a basis that eould be
arranged by legislation—a fair and equitable



[2t SepreyBER, 1940.]

basis—to get that credit by giving security

over other assets if there were any in exist-
ence—and in many case there would be—not
included in the original security. May I
point out, too, that unsecured creditors, also
referred to by the member for East Perth,
have had written down a very considerable
pottion, I think on the average nbout three-
fourths, of their liahilities. They have
aceepted over all something in the vieinity
of 5s. or 6s. in the pound of debts owing
to them in all cases dealt with by the trustees
under the Rural Relief Fund Act. But
they have not refrnined, where there was any
prosprect of the farm of the debtor being
carried on and preducing further income in
the future, from supplying him with the
necessary eredit from year to year, so far as
their own capacity for supplying goods or
money would admit. So it seems to me—and
1 put it strongly to the Minister—that if it
be an obstacle in his mind against giving an
answer to the request made to him three or
four weeks age that he give eareful econ-
sideration to these aspects with a view to
establishing, if he ean, the fact that this limi-
tation of credit abont which we hear so
much is largely a bogey, which I believe it is,
it will not prevent his giving a favourable
answer, and I hope that he will indicate his
attitude to these persons in the financial
difficulty in which they find themselves.

I want to know how much Jonger is the
scenrity of the seeured ereditor to be, as it
were, reflected only in the insecurity of the
farmer. TIs wholesale bankruptey to be the
alternative to some measure of financial re-
Jiet heing afforded by legislation? 1 do not
know whether I am likely to come into eon-
fliet with the fact that legislation that might
control interest shonld be in the Federal
eategory. I do not know whether the Com-
monwealth Government has yet taken under
its wing the wholc question of the control of
banking under Section 51 of the Constitu-
tion, or whether it has eontented itself with
the Commonwealth Bank, bat to my mind
that does not matter. If it is State legisla-

tion that is required, the Minister is
in a position to give consideration to
it, If it is not State legislation that
s required, the DMMinister should go
to the Federal Government and make
representations in that direction. He
shonld make those representations as

strongly as possible, and I can assure him
that in doing so he will have the support of
all the members on these benches.
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Therefore I hope the hon. gentleman will
give more consideration to the problems of
the finantes of the farmers. To supply
them with bay and chaff, and see that ar-
rangements are made this year for this,
that and the other requirement will not
solve the difficully that is gnawing at their
vitals in many instances at the present
time. This will have one effect only, namely
that of placing upon them another liability.
To offer the average farmer another liabil-
ity will only make the position very much
worse. 1 say that we are all in this busi-
ness. For years low prices have ruled and
there have heen diffieulties of one sort and
another. Now we find we are in as bad a
position as we were in any previous year,
and we must bear in mind that agriculture
is one of the major industries of the State.

The Minister told us that this year was
not worse than 1914. I have no doubt there
are parts of the State where it is a little
better, but in that portion of the OCrent
Southern which I represent, which is eon-
sidered to be one of the reasonably fav-
oured areas of the State, we have had just
about half the rainfall we received in the
same period of 1914. To the end of Sep-
tember in that year we had 12 inches of
rain a$ Katanning, and to the 22nd of this
month we have had only G40 points. Mem-
bers will therefore see that the position
there is considerably worse than it was in
1914. If rain falls in sufficient quantities,
there will be a econsiderable improvement
in the position, but it must come within a
few days. If it does not, then I am afrajd
the position both east and west of the
Great Southern railway will be very much
worse than it was in 1014, In that year bay
crops gave many farmers very snbstantial
returns, but similar returns will be non-
existent this year, and as for water sup-
plies, they will hardly exist at all.

Only with the greatest difficulty will
water be provided not only for steck but
also for the inhabitants of the towns and
settlements in that distriet, It is not owing
to any lack of preparation that the water
supplies are so short. In our travels we
called on one farmer who had a large pro-
perty of about 9,000 acres and he told us
that he had spent £3,500 on water
conservation, but his supplies were so
short this year that he doubted whether

he wounld be able to carry his stock
after the end of November. In that
case there was no question of the
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farmer having failed to =pend money fo
provide water supplies. I have heard the
statement made here that farmers do not
make preparations to enable them fo meet
difficult times. The provision made by
this gentleman is a fair sample of what has
been done in other districts to make such
preparations, He bhas spent money on
providing water ecatchments and holding
ground, end what has he got? Not enough
water to carry his stock after the end of
November.

The Minister for Railways:
tanks covered?

Mr, WATTS: No; if they were they
wonld probably have cost him 15s. an acre
instead of 7s, 6d. an acre, but in normal
years they have proved eminently snceess-
ful because they have had plenty of water
at the end of the winter and have earried
the stock until the arrival of the next rains.
It would be useless to eumber the farmers
with further liabilities on their land. I re-
member seeing in one distriet a farmer with
whom I had been acquainted for about 30
years, & man for whom I have considerable
regard, one who has done fairly well as
farmers go. His observation was that he
had been on the land for 30 vears, had put
a good deal of his money into his holding,
and had been going steadily back for the
last 10 years and was now growing too old
for work. He said that the present con-
ditions would rapidly help the farmers to
go off their holdings. We eannot afford
to permit them to leave more than they are
doing at present.

Our whole e¢conomic system depends
upon a satisfactory state of affairs being
evolved for the men on the Jand. T did
not come here with any copperplate scheme
for a settlement of this problem. I am
prepared to admit—and the Minister
knows this—its many complexities, but
I say it must be tackled from the
point of view that it should not be the
farmer alone who has to carry the burden.
We are all in it. None of us is responsible
for the lack of rainfall or for many of the
other diffieulties besetting the agricultural
ifdustry in Western Australia and indeed
in the rest of Australia from time to time,
but if the farmer backed his judgement as
to what Jand he would take up or what par-
ticular erop proecedure he would engage in,
it many enses it was done on the adviee,
and one might almost say hy the consent of

Are the
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responsible olfieers of the Government who
were appointed to assist and advise the
farmers. All of us, whether we are in the
Government or out of it, whether we are
eonnected with politics or not, ate respon-
sibhle. None of us ean entirely escape the
responsibility for sceing that whatever the
difficulties the farming community is ex-
periencing to-day, they are put right so far
as i8 possible by ridding them of their lia-
bilities and making sure that when their in-
come is non-gxistent, their expenditure is
cat to the bone. I see ne value in debiting
a farmer with €100 of Agvieultural Bank
interest when he ean pay only £40, or in
allowing the other £50 to carry compound in-
terest for the rest of his life. The State can
rain nothing by that. It would be better that
the Government should take the £10 and le
done with the debt and say to the man,
“You have done the best you ean so far as
we are eoncerned, and the remainder of the
liahility no longer exists.” I would have
heen greatly pleased if the Minister, in
dealing with the motion, had seen fit to
make some such suggestion as that with a
view to alleviating the fears of the farmers.

I am afraid the Premier will find, before
the year is much further advaneced, that his
estimates of revenue will by no means he
realised, He will suffer from that point of
view as others will have to do. It would be
better to admit at once that we have to
make further substantial losses and make
theay, vather than continually be hoping

that something will turn np. That has
heen  the papular policy in  Auvstralia
for a long time, and is one which

ealls for a conference of the best ability we
ean find in the State with a view to endea-
vouring to devise a scheme that will finally
provide a solution of the greater portion of
the financial difficulties of the farming com-
munty. It would he to the advantage of
the State and all cownlry towns if these
matters eould be dealt with. We were go-
ing into a small castern wheat belt town,
east of the Great Southern, when I noticed
how many empty shops there weve. Tt was
found on inquiry that the cmpty shops
were oceasioned by the faet that there was
ho money in the district to warrant their
being kept open. I take it that the people
who made a living and were employed there
have now gone eclsewhere. If that process
is going on elsewheve, as T am afraid it is,
and is allowed to continue and reaeh a large
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seale, there is likely to be a substantial
exodus from the land, The Government
will find itself facing another financial
problem in providing sustenance or other
oceunpations for those who have been
thrown out of employment, I fear
there may be another substantial exodus
from the country. I cannot sec a great
number of farmers who are on the
borderline financially—unless it is made
plain to them, and early too, that their cir-
cumstances are going to be alleviated—re-
maining on the land under present eondi-
tions, If their position is alleviated they
will vemain, I helieve the tide will turn,
and that the general condition of agrieul-
ture will improve. When that happens the
State will get its veturn for the loss it may
suffer to-day. I regret the Minister is not
going to the conference on Friday, though
I admit the notice was extremely short.
Perhaps it is not to be wondered that in the
circunstances he felt he was unable to be
present. I feel that if conferences of that
nature are called, especially in the cireum-
stances we have been debating this evening,
it is desirable that the Minister for Lands
and  Agriculture of Western  Australia
should he present, and take cvery oppor-
tunity to put before the Government our
position and onr desives in these matters.
The Minister referred to the velationship
between exeess profits and dividends, and
economic farming. I would be glad to know
from him that he proposes to pursue his
investigations in that divection as early as
possible. I admit that a great deal of ex-
pense, that might be avoided in fairness to
all parties, is being inenrred by the farming
community in purchasing necessities, W
in the country fecl that the so-ealled cost
of produetion is much higher than it ought
to be. We have not always been able to
trace the trouble to its source. but in all
prohability the Minister has discovered at
least one avenue where an exeess charge is
imposed probably direetly and cevtainly in-
directly upon the farming community. The
matter to which he referred ean safely be
said to come within the purview of the Fed-
eral Clovernment. IHis representations to
the Federal department concerned would he
more than aceeptable to me, and T believe
to many other people. The Minister has
dealt with a number of conferences in con-
nection with various matters, and one of
them related to the stock feed question.
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Everyone is entitled to his own opinion,
but in the matter of national emergency he
should at least be prepared to confer with
others so that his opinions may be inter-
mingled with those of others and a mnseful
decision arrived at by the majority, T hoped
that representatives of our financial institu-
tions were all of that opinion. When the
Minister was asked two weeks ago what was.
happening concerning the stock feed pro-
blem, he informed us that he had had some
dificulty with one of the persons with
whotn he had communicated, and would be
likely to have that diffieulty until the Rural
Relief Fund Act Amendment Bill had been
disposed of in another place. He was then
good enough at my request to lable the
papers. I find that the gentleman who ap-
parently deelined to attend the confercnee
ealled by the Minister was the inspector of
the Bank of New Sonth Wales in Western
Australia. T take the opportunity to read
to the House the letter he wrote to the
Minister in response to the Minister’s re-
quest thal he should consider attending a
conference on the lines suggested. Copies
of the correspondenee nre on the file. The
gentleman 1 question replied to the Min-
ister—

Referring to your letter of the 28th inat.

{Augnst) regarding the feeding of stoek, I
have just had o tour through the eastern and
north-eastern wheatbelt, and was shocked to
note the conditions there existing. Un my re-
turn T bad your letter, but before replying to
it also saw the Bill to amend the Rural Relief
Act, and it iecks as though I would not be able
to reply to your letter wntil the fate of the
Bill is known.
I would not have drawn the nttention of the
House to that letter had it not heen for the
first sentence, which disclosed that the
writer was shocked to note the eonditions
existing in the wheatbelt. He was not suf-
ficiently shocked to agree to the suggestion
that he should altend a conferenee dealing
with the question.

The Minister for Lands:
nltimately.

Mr. WATTS: 1 am glad to hear that. 1
submit it is just ns well he did attend, for
the Minister would have been justified in
taking up a very strong attitude conecrn-
ing the letter. 1t is time all people in this
country realised that we have a Parliament.
If Parliament sees fit to pass legislation,
whieh after due considerztion it considers
to be in the interests of the people of the
country, that should be the last word. In

He came along
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view of the eonditions existing, the first para-
graph of this letter amounts merely to a
suggestion to the Minister, “Unless you ean
use such inftuence as you possess to have
this Bill rejected, I am not very anxious
{0 co-operate with you.” As 1 said here
shout three years ago, 1 see no reason to
lend colour to the growing popular belief
that the financial institutions have already
teo great a say in the government of this
ecountry; and I see less reason to-day to
think it. It is high time we should realise
that what is best for the greatest num-
her of our people is what the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Couneil of
this Parliament should consider. Whether
it means less for another seetion of the
community or not, if that loss should be
made and can be justified, we should see in
the interests of the people that it is made.

In econclusion I would again commend
to the Minister for Lands the point that he
should give further and ample consideration
to the finaneinl position of the farming com-
munity, bearing in mind that it is becoming
moro and more ridiculous to add to the lia-
bilities which exist against the farming prop-
crties of that community; that the time is
arriving when in a great number of eases
there must he a concerted effort, after due
consideration by responsible anthorities, to
Yessen the liabilities that exist and also to
take some measures to see that the annual
expenditure is somewhore near commensur-
ate with the annual income, notwithstanding
that the annual income may be reduced by
circumstances sueh as we have been discus-
sing this evening. Tf the hon. gentleman will
work on those lines, we shall he prepared
eompletely to say then, but not otherwise,
that he is doing all that he ean in the in-
terests of the farmers of Western Aus-
tralia.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York—in reply)
[11.17]: There are only {wo speeches to
which T shall give any attention, beeaunse
most of the speeches were made in support
of the motion. As regards the member for
East Perth (Mr. Huoghes), I dismiss his
speech with just this: T hbelieve that the
speech has done more fo lead the farmer
astray than to help him. I only wish the
solution of the problemn were as easy as it is
for the member for East Perth to make such
a speech, because I feel sure that under
our present svstem it is impossible to pro-
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vide the relief that the farmers require.
Therefore, for a responsible member of this
House to make statements such as those ut-
tered by the member for East Perth only
misleads the farmer and gives him no help
whatever.

I am pleased with the reception the Min-
ister for Lands has given to the motion, be-
canse I do know that the hon. gentleman has
worked very hard in organising those in the
industry to obtain necessary supplies with a
view to distriputing them to those who need
them. However, he did give the House a
great deal more information than the pablic
has had up to date. While he said that he
made a statement to the Press prior to the
motion heing moved by me, I have not seen
it; and I have followed the matter very
closely.

The Minister for Lands: Tt was prepared
vesterday afternoon.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It was only pre-
pared. I am pleased to know that T have not
missed it. I want the Minister to realise
that there is no intention of censuring him
or eensuring the Government. The reason
for moving the motion was that the facts
could be seen by anyone who went into the
districts affected. They were seen by the
inspector of the Bank of New South Wales,
and by the chairman of the Agricultural
Bank Comniission, and by many people. The
real reason is the depressing feeling one
gets when one discusses the troubles with
the men engaged in the industry. T want
the Iouse to realise this point, that one can
imagine the mentality of a2 man who finds
that the whole of his assets are absorhed.
that in fact his lahilities are in exeess of
the value of his assets, and thnt he has
to come along eap in hand to the Gov-
erxnment of the State or to a finan-
¢ial institution asking for further help.
while at the same time knowing full
well that he is inereasing hin liability.
This is the attilude he adopts. Me says,
T have worked all these vears, and at the
end of them T have nothing; and now I am
to be a mere shepherd or carvetaker for
gome finaneial institution that is going to
put me off immediately an opportunity
arises for it to dispose of the property.’’
That is what such men are facing. How
we can overcome the difficulty I do not
know. If it were so easy as the member
for East Perth has suggested, letting the
Commonwealth Government take over the
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first mortgages, that would probably be a
solution; bnt I c¢annot sce it eventnate. I
am sorry the Minister for Lands objected
to my statement that he ought to send a
representative up to Nungarin and I'ray-
ning. 1 do not know what anthority the
local representative has; but I do say now,
and without attemping to lecture—whieh
the hon. gentleman seems to resent—that
it is urgent someone should go there to
give immediate relief required. I do not
know what extent of authority could be
given to that inspector, hut I assure the
House that things are reslly desperate in
those two districts. Thercfore I do hope
the Minister will not take offence at my
saying that a man shounld be sent up there
at once. Every day the position hecomes
worse. Mr. Donovan passed through there a
fortnight ago, when many of the farms were
not so badly affected. Sinee then the whole
of the crops and the grass ave dead. Those
people have no eredit. One cannof imagine
a storekecper giving any further ecredit
when there is no ineome whatever in sight.
That was the point I wanted fo make. I
am sorry the Minister took up the matter in
a way T did not intend he should. I have
now the information that the Government
have gone into the field to purchase hay.
That is a very good sign.

The Minister for Lands: We ¢ould not
make it known until we had finalised the
matter.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not blame
the Government. One cannot rush into
print hefore one has made onc's contracts.
However, it is encouraging information that
the ehafl will be purchased. Those people
cannot purchase chaff themselves, beeause
no one is prepared fo give them any credit.
Unless the Government or a finaneial in-
stitution grants further credit to them,
there is only one alternative, and that is to
kil! the sheep. Of eourse it would be im-
possible to put up canning works in the
time now remaining, hecanse the sheep will
be in poer condition within a couple of

months. It is impossible to send them to
Wyndham. We might as well get rid of
them here. Sending to Wyndham wonld

be totally impractieable.

The Minister has not told us what was
the vesult of the conference he had with the
stock merchants and the Associated Banks.
We are vitally concerned in what their at-
titude will be. T wish to assure the Minister
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that there is ne man on this side of the
Honse who is not willing to lend him all
possible help. Certainly I have not got up
here, and neither has any member of this
party, for the purpose of making the posi-
tion more difficult. But we had to ventilate
it. I believe that will not do any harm.
It will probably tell the Melbourae eonfer-
ence which meets on Friday what is the posi-
tion of the farmers in this State. It might
assist. We have nothing to gain by mov-
ing motions of this kind. In point of fact,
the adjournment of the House had been
disenssed prior to Mr. Cameron’s announce-
ment in this morning’s paper. Therefore
it was net a put up job at all. It may
materially assist.

The Minister for Lands: I did not think
it was a put up job.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister told
us that £135,000 had been returned last year,
There will be no return this year, unfor-
tunately. There is no income at all this
yvear. I do not know to what extent the
woolelip wil be free, but I believe that
only a small amount will be available for
carrying on the farmer. As for the men
we mef, they included Agricultural Bank
clients as well as those who came under the
Associated Banks. They had received no
word that they could make application for
immediate nssistance.

The Minister for Lands: That is a normal
procedure every year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Always it has been
a ease of, “Immediately after the harvest we
will go into your case.” There is no harvest
this year, so the position of the farmers is
desperate. T hope the district managers will
be acquainted with the fact that if they find
people are up against it something munst
be done to provide for them. The Minister
spoke of the excess profits made by com-
panies in the Kastern States. There is
one way only by which that can be dealt
with, and that is hy arriving at a complete
understanding between the States and the
Commonwealth. I agree that the only people
who have been loaded up with costs they have
not been able to pass on are those engaged
in primary produetion. Everyone knows
that. Yet we do not seem to be able to get
together to provide relief for those people.
Even when we advance marketing schemes
for the assistance of growers they are very
reluctantly agreed to by Parlinment. The
Arbitration Court is a very fine institution
in that when men find that the cost of food
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and clothing is such that they cannot con-
tinue under existing conditions they ean
approach the conrt and seeure an inerease in
their wages. When a manufacturer finds
that he cannot produce goods at a reasonable
price that will enable him to compete with
the products imported from oversess, he can
take steps to secure protection by an in-
crease in the tariff. On the other hand, the
farmer on whom we depend for the eredits
enabling us to pay interest overseas, is never
given a c¢hanee.  Until vecently he had to
aceept the dwmping price that his goods
brought in the London market, and he had to
supply local requivements at the same figure.
At the same time he had to pay for all his
requirements at Australian prices. The legis-
lation passed during lhe last year or two
has made some differencee, but the diflienlty
has not been wholly overeome. To-day the
furmers are heing strangled by the barden
of debt froin which they have no hope of
relief.  There is one solution only for
remedying the evil. Everyone will have to
participate in a common saerifice, and the
debts of the favmers will have to be ecut
down hy at least 50 per eent. I that is done,
then they may be able to zee a vestige of
daylight. T do not desire to be wholly pessi-
mistie, for T belicve that next year the
market will he such as to afford eneourage-
ment for production. Eoarope eannot pos-
sibly eontinue in the face of the starvation
that must ensue. That will provide us with
an opportunity, Let us face the facts and
make n start now so that we may hearten
the men on the land. Let s assist them to
meet the adversitics of the indusiry. Let us
give them a chanee fo look forward to a
future when they will have an opportunity
to scenre some equity in their farms, T
thauk the Minister for the statement he made
to ihe Iouse, for be provided informatien
that I' did not possess before. 1 assure him
that if he requires help from any member
of the Country Party, there is no member
who will not readily respond to the eall. It
is our duty to do so, and we shall readily do
all we ean. 1 ask leave to withdraw the
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawi.

BILL—-AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil without

amendment.
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BILL—PROTITEERING PREVENTION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Reeeived from the Council, and, on motion
by Mr. Watts, read a first time.

QUESTION—VERMIN, DESTRUCTION.
Rabbits on Crown Lands, dc.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Agri-
eulture: 1, Has the Qovernment considered
the necd for steps being taken to eradieate
vermin—particularly  rabbits—on  Crown
lands and abandoned farms in order that the
cfferts of Jocal anthorities and individuals to
free adjoining roads and lands of vermin
may be made more effective? 2, If so, what
decision has been arvived at? 3, If not, will
immediate consideration be given to the mat-
ter?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, 2, and 3, For the past four years the Gov-
ernment has provided a sum of money from
which vermin bnards are assisted to destroy
robbits on ahandoned holdings. A cireular
letter is sent fo caeh board advising that
the Department of Agvicolture is prepared
to recoup them the amount expended on pol-
lard, poison and bran used on such holdings.
The Forests, Water Supply, and Railway
Diepartments deal sympathetically with any
requests for the destruction of rabbits on
properties under their eontrol, and the De-
partment of Agriculture is prepared to assist
vermin hoards to deal with Crown lands that
are known to be breeding grounds.

QUESTION—DEFENCE TORCES.
Civil Servants’ Privileges.

Mr. DONEY asked the Premior: Where «
temporary officer has served eontinuously in
the public service and enlisted whilst so serv-
ing, can mrangements be made so that whilst
such officer i3 on wmilitary serviee he shall
be regarded as on leave without pay, his title
to long serviee lenve being, in consefquence,
in no way disturhed?

The PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment’s policy in this conneetion has already
been announced. Speeial military leave is
granted to permanent Government employees
enlisting for active service, but this coneos-
sion cawnot be extended to temporary or
casual employees, whether on the salaried or
wages staff.
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BILL—EALGOORLIE HEALTH
AUTHORITY LOAN.

Read a third time and transmitted to the

Cooneil.

BILL—PETROLEUM ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

House adjourned ¢t 11.32 pom.

Legislative Counctl,
Wednesday, 25th September, 1940.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Perth Technical College.

Hon., C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: In regard to the addltlons to the
Perth Technical College, What funds
have been provided by (a) The Common-
wealth? (b) The State? 2, Were tenders
called? If so {a) under what system (day
labour or piecework)? (b) What amountis
were fendered? 3, If tenders were not
called, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
From the Commonwealth Youth Employ-
ment Fund, £15,000; from the State Loan
Funds, £31,922; from Jubilee Fund,
£13,200; total, £60,122; 2, No; 3, This is a
matter of poliey.
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QUESTION-—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Farm Valuation Basis.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chiel
Seeretary : 'Will he place upon the Table of
the House the basis upon which the Agri-
cultoral Bank determines the value of farm
properties under jts eontrol?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Valuations of sceurities are mainly based
on the situation of the property, rainfall,
value of improvements, and produective
value, varying aecording to locality. De-
tails respecting basis adopied in each par-
{icnlar distriet ecannot be diselosed as such
disclosure would not be in best interests of
the Agricultoral Bank.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,

Free Transport for War Serrice
Personnel.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE asked the Chief
Secretary: As free passes over Government
railways are being granted in other States
co members of the A.LF, when on leave,
will the State Government grant the same
privilege to Western Australian members of
the A.LF. in this State? If not, why not?.

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
This matter is the subject of an understand-
g reached by the Premiers’ Conference,
and while one or two States have modified
their attitude because of eircumstances,
this has not been done generally. It is esti-
mated that the cost of granting the eonces-
sion in Western Australia would be more
than £150,000, and in these cireumstances
the matter requires grave eonsideration.

QUESTION—BETTING.
Fines Imposed and Paid,

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sce-
retary: 1, What was the fotal amount paid
in fines by persons (a) conducting illegal
hetting shops, and by persons assisting
therein; (b) street betting, for the financial
years 1937, 1938, 1939, and for the months
of July and August of the current yvear?
2, What was the total nmount paid in fines
during the abovementioned periods by per-
sons (a} owning illegal belting premises;
(b) leasing and then subleasing illegal bet-
ting premises; {e¢) within the precincts of
illegal betting premises when the police



